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I» Fully aſcertained, and a new Field of Enquiry opened in the Modern Science of 
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PREFACE. 


. troduction to the world, r Xiithor 

(if a Son can hold forth the language 
of impartiality | when ſpeaking of . 
events ſo intereſting to a Parent) has 
ftrialy aimed at correctneſs in his 
ſtatements, and, as far as the ſubject 
would admit, has — avoided 
ns > e 


PONY latter: a: ww this tract is 
Y tact aſcries of ExrzunEH NTS, 
made by many literary and philo- 
ſophical characters in the United 
States, for the p purpoſe of aſcertain- 

ing the reality and importance of 

the diſeovery; 3, and which were 
' communicated to Dr. Perkins | Jor 


publication,” 58 8925 
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Theſe 


| [ 0 


RN of the renin but as . 
experiments are immed iately con- 
nected with an hiſtorical account of 
the Diſcovery, the deſign of this 


treatiſe could not be anſwer d but 
by EY chem. © SID; e 
| They will ally 1255 as. A 1 ſpecs 
cation of the diſeaſes which are ſub- 
ject to the Metallic Influence, and | 
are deſeriptive of the effects which 
may be expected it in Eimlar e. experi- 


422 


ments. 1 


reſt the cdl of the ie diſcovery 1 0 
on 
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rRETAC E. 


on the authority of great names, 


however reſpeQable and influencial 
theſe may be; for he flatters him- 
ſelf, when favoured with ſuitable 


ſubjects, he ſhall be able to give a 
ſpecies of evidence, to every perſon, 


far more ſatisfactory than the teſti- 


mony of others; viz. that of ocular | 


or 1 demonſtration. 


For this purpoſe, fog writer | has 


croſſed the Atlantic, od become 2 ” 


reſident. of London, that he may 
devote bis time and attention to the 
diffuſion of this important diſcovery, 
and its application to the relief of 


£ the miſeries of mankind ; ; to. which 
the preſent Zr may be conſidered 


_ PREFACE: 5 
The various obſtacles «dds al- 
a preſent themſelves to the au- i 
thors of any material innovation, 
more eſpecially one which may have 
to encounter 1NTEREST:: as well as 


PREJUDICE,.;he conceives will War- 
rant him in having ſecured, under 
the great ſeal of England, the ex- 
cluſive right” of „% making, uſing, 
and n his Zractors in this 


kingdom; * as this meaſure alone 
could 8 the adyenturer a re- 


compence, adequate to the expenees 


which muſt neceſſarily ariſe in dif- 7 


ſeminating 2 knowledge of their uti- - 8 


lity and importance. 


It 


n _ PREFATE 


It is not, however, the intention of 
meaſure, the advantages f che di. 
covety from the Public; but, on the 
| contrary, he will ſupply all perſons 
with his Tra&ors, who wiſh to poſ- 
ſeſs them, attended with ſuitable and 
ſufficient directions for their uſe, at 
FIVE GUINEAs per Set ;* which muſt 


| be allowed but a trifling conſi- 
deration, if they produce the falu- 
tary effects aſſerted in the ExPERAI- 
MENTS, 2 


Every genuine Set of the Tractors is ſtamped with the 
words, Pr KINS PaTexT Tracrtors;” and, to the 
Directions accompanying them, is added a receipt, numbered 
and ſigned by the Patentee. | 


The 


PREFACE: 


oa he Nast, it is hoped, wilt not 
infer that the operation of the Me- : 


tallic Anfuence 3 18 recommended as 


an abſolute Srxctr ie in all the diſ- 
| caſes hereafter enumerated. Some 


„ #4 + » 


coll of tes Pe kick m__ 


baffle all human aſſiſtance. 


As the practice with the Tradors 


is extremely ſimple, as well as inno- 


cent, and the directions accompany- 


ing them perfectly intelligible to 
every capacity, the author need not 
enlarge on | the extenſive benefit of ö 
which they may be productive in Int: 


een Poor . and al ſorin 


f ri vate 


* 


Aer is aware that, from 


perfections; yet he flatters himſelf 
the importance as well as novelty of 
che —_— will excite attention; 


3 PREFACE: 
Private Fa amilier. The numerous 
chronic pains in thoſe inſtitutions, and 
the various accidents and complaints, 
as burns, ſcalds, head-achs, &c. in- 
cident to every family, will daily af- 
ford opportunities of experiencing | 
their utility. 8 


Theſe pages are, wick much dif- 
fidence, ſubmitted to the Public, 


haſte in putting them to preſs, as 
well as his own inability to execute 
his taſk, they may contain many im- 
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py 


PREFACE. 1 


particularly in an age and nation, 
which juſtly prides itſelf in the pa- 
tronage of diſcoveries in ſcience, and 
improvements in the uſeful arts. 


| No. 18, Leiceſter Square, : 
April gth, 1798. 


| OETOR PERKINS of Connecticut; 
in North America, for many years enter- 
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tained the opinion that metals poſſeſſed an influ- 
ence on the human body, which had hitherto 


ſcrutinizing eyes of phyſiologitts. This 
opimon was the reſult of ſome phenomena, Which 


eleaped 


in the courſe of his exten 
dentally arreſted his attention. 


ve Practice had acci- 


United States of Aineriea, as it all other new 
ſettled countries, labour has not yet received the 
diviſions which characterize the more refined and 


tivilized nations of Europe.” The p. 
ylic are neceſſitated, in many parts of the 


country, to attend in caſes which belong more 
immediately to the province of furgeoris and apo- 


* £3 % #344. 


— 


7 


2 * 
8 


o4 * 


: 


68 


checaries than to that of ' phyſicians.” 
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The firſt 3 incident that mn 
itſelf to the notice of Dr. Perkins, was the ſudden 
contraction of a muſcle, when he was performing 
a chirurgical operation.—This he oÞBferved re- 
gularly took place whenever the point of the 
metallic inſtrument was put in contact with the 


muſcle. Struck with the novelty of the appear- - 
ance, he was induced to try the points of wood, 


and other ſubſtances; and no contractions taking 
place on theſe experiments, he thence. inferred 
that the phenomena could be ee E to | 
the influence of the metal, „ ES 
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About che lame 1 time be N that in 0 one 1 
er two caſes, a ceflation of pain had enſued when a 
Knife. or laneet was applied to ſeparate the gum 


from a tooth, preparatory to extracting. it; and ; 


in the fame year he diſcoyered, that momentary 


eaſe was given in a few i inſtances, by the accidental 
application of A metallic inſtrument to inflamed 
and Naa tumours, en to ay: inciſion. - 

* bas: While, theſe, _ a 4 — ks fore 115 a fi Wſ 

nature, in Which t the perfectiy tranquil f ſtate of the 

Patient; 8 mind, with Eyery attending cireumſiance, 5 

echaded, the Foſſibility of a fallacy, were en- 
gaging his attention, the news of the late impor- 
tant diſcovery of Ganyanc, the celebrated pro- 
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Aber at . relative to the 1 

of metals on the nerve WR Is con- 1 5 
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Volta, Fowler, Monro, and. G. V a9 es ee, Bos mes : 
5 with their. reſearches, into this intereſting ſubjec. 
Cavallo, one of the lateſt of theſe experimentaliſts, after 
citing moſt of the important experiments of the gentlemen __ 
who have written before him, together with the addition of 
his own, comes to the following concluſion: „ 
| & The principal phengmena of animal eleQricity, viz: 
the p roperty of being put in motion by a metallic communi- 
| cation made between the nerves and muſeles, is not peculiar | 
to a few animals only, but, ems to be a property of all | 
animgls in, general; a law. of nature which admits of few 
e eee 2nd. evan theſe; appeptions are of a very doabeful. 
nature. 6 296 #0 4 452 Nei. 122 46 £34: 2 2 ES 
- "The experiments Wan . tried with e 
variety: of terreſtrial, aerial, and aquatic animals. 
be human bydye hilt cunlergoing-.cormin 8 
ical operations on its recently. amputated limbs, have been 
convulſed by the application of metals. From the ox and 
che horſe down, to the-fly, the effects of metallic applications | 
have een re re jcatedly.and- unequivocally obſerved. With 
ſome the power laſis longer than with others; the maue- 
ments alſo are more or leſa evident and powerful, ac 
to the various nature and diſpoſition of the animals. 
c The leg of a recently dead horſe was agitated ſo 
violently .by the application of a ſhilling and a bit of tin- - 
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From this TOR he began to turn kis attention 
to this his favourite purſuit, and ſought with 
eagerneſs for ſubjects which might enable him to 
aſcertain the power of metallic influence when 
PS. to the diſcaſes of the human 5 


"Fol that the ſtrength of A 7 man was unable to check the | 
blow. Several animals, which ſome time ago were thought 
not to be affected by the contact of metals, have been lately 
_ Cauſed to contract, in conſequence of the diſcovery of more 
active metallic . or of ſome of __ more fen- 

ſible parts. . "A * A E - 
he preceding pages contain all the e dt 
that I have been able to collect, relative to a ſubject which 
1s likely to become of great importance. Thoſe furpriſ- 
ing effects of an unknown cauſe, generally inexplicable, and 
ſometimes contradictory, ſeem to admit of no theory ſuffi. 
eiently probable or ſatisfactory; nor can we yet ſee how 
hey may be applied for the benefit of mankind. An at- 
tentive confideration of the ſubject, will naturally ſuggeſt 
ſome doubts and queries which can only be anſwered by 
future experiments and diſcoveries. In what manner does 
artificial electricity affect the 'muſcles ? Does it act as a 


mere ſtimulus or otherwiſe? Where is the animal electricity 


generated, and by what mechaniſm is it tranſmitted from 
one part of the body to the other? Does it proceed from 
the brain, or is every nerve aQuated by that generating 
power? What reaſon can there be for the neceſſity of uſing 


two different metals? And, after all, are theſe phenomena 
really tha effects of eleAricity, or of ſome other unknown 


fluid, % Generics, * N ne on e * ith 


woke 7 * 
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10 che courſe. of an extenſive practice 4 
were frequently. found, on which he never failed 
to wake: fuch experiments as were ealeulated to 


ke „ 10 3 W * whe 
are called the perfect metals as well as of the baſe 
ones, and likewiſe of various compound meta. 
and tried them all, ſometimes with leſs and 
ſometimes with more ſucceſs, than he had ever 
hoped or expected. Theſe experiments he con- 
tinued for ſeveral years; ; convinced from what he 
had already noticed that he was right in his prin- 
ciple; and ardently hoping that further experi- 
ments, and obſervatigns, would enable him to 


apply it to the alleviation of human affe en, * 


and He ga benefit of mankind.” TEES 


The refulr corrobarated and 1 „ 
his moſt ſanguine expectations ; for he diſcovered 
chat, by drawing over the parts affected in parti- 


cular directions certain inſtruments which he 


formed from metallic ſubſtances into certain 
ſhapes, he could remoye chronic rheumatiſm, 

ſome gouty affections, pleuriſies, inflammations 
in the eyes, eryſipelas, Ind tetters ; violent ſpaſ- 
"47 Male convulſions, as epileptic fits ; the locked 
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Jaws che pain t e 

inflammatory tumours; che violent pains occa- 
ſioned by a recent ſprainz the painful effects of a 
burn or ſcald ; pains in the head, teeth, ears, hreaſt, 
fide, back, and, limbs ; 1 Indeed mol, Finds of 


3 eee . 0 mats roc 


ing theſe effects are termed Texcrons.” 
At hi pai, r viz. about the cloſe of the year 


4 q » 


vention, which o him a \Þ cllow of the 
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Nr : 
To 
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C ng 3 Medical gage 18 comple. of moſt : 
of the reſpectable phyſicians i in that ſtate. Theſe phyſicians 


0 hold quarterly meetings in the ſeveral counties where they 


refide; having 2 chairman and other officers neceſſary for 


their aſſociation. Theſe county ſocieties, as compoſing a. 


part of the Con. Med. Soc. ſemi- annually ſend repreſentatives 


to a general meeting, which being formed of delegates. from 


each county in the fate, is called the Connecticut Medical 


| Convention, . "> 


„The object of this, as of gala; aſſociations, Wies erke 
communications relatiye to any important improvements or 
diſcoveries, and by giving them publicity, thereby promote 
the advancement of medical knowledge. Exzas My NSON, 
1. on is preſident of this 1 9 e whoſe long 

| and 


T 7 7 


To this Convention he Won aſter reported W | 
Amen. and rab its novelty and appa- : 


was received by fome 0p 


with d doubt Kee” caution, and by others even with 


contempt. The firſt impreſſion on theſe genile- 
men was, that the operation of the Metallic Influence 
was a mere revival of Animal Magnetiſm. He was, 
however, requeſted to make a further communi- 
cation on the ſubject at the e eee 
was to convene fix months e 


1 


| The ages by this time bewin 10 wer pubs 
lic attention and general curi By thoſe 


only who had. ſeen or . effects of 


the Traforg were they credited, while thoſe who 


Judged: only from. rumour coplideree; the mer 
Operation as à renew 
and tha halts * ri 


ule were thrown at the dit 


; ITE 


and 105 prafiie | in | his ee . whete mere in 
treating the yellow fever at New " Hayen in 1 794 and 
publication on chat Ale. vill « ever bear teſtimony of "hi 
abilities and candor. E 

If the reader ſhoyid diſcover, that the Sat of FO of, => 
the fellows of this Society has not altogether comported 
with the laudable object of its eſtabliſhment, he is defired to 
obſerve, that, as moſt of them have had the candor to ae. 
knowledge their error, the cenſure ought not 10 he exte 7 
ed rhe few individ uals who merit it. 
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coverer, as the reviver of his exploded practice: 
With theſe men Dr. P. was ſuppoſed to have loſt 


his ſenſes; and his hypotheſis, which they have 


5 fince honourably acknowledged to be founded on 


reaſon, and ſupported by experi ment, was then 


| efteemed the deluſive dream of chimetical ee 
. 8 al ee ad 


ben OR the ta of the Medical 
Convention, to which have juſt referred, Dr. P. 
influenced by the advice of his friends, and de- 


 firous of being fituated in a more extenſive field 


for exhibiting his diſcovery, repaired to Philadel- 
phia. The'public hoſpitals, alms-houſes, infirma- 
ries, and other inſtitutions * which ornament that 
populous city, and do honour, to its inhabitants, 


preſented excellent opportunities for making ex- 


periments on a variety of new caſes, and ſubject - 


ing his hypotheſis to a ſeverer teſt. As Congreſs 


was now in ſeſſion, he performed his operations; 
not only in the preſence of the moſt eminent 
Payſon. L but alſo before t the mak diſtinguiſhed | 


* Since that 0 the 8 ws; ed of " Aires: 


tors, | phyſicians, c. who attended the operations, have 


been purchaſed for the uſes of thoſe inſtitutions 'in Phila. 


_ gelphia, New om: MR pron Port, Salem, c. 
4 


perſonages 4; 


< 9 hb 1 
| perſonages of the Union: GeneaitWaxiia vero: 
| thin PazSIDENT of the United States, convinced ot 
the importance of the diſcovery from experiment ; 
in his own family, availed himſelf of its advan- 
tages by purchafing a ſet of the TraFors for their 


wt 


The Cn Jvsriex of the United States , ſe- 
veral of the Senators and Repreſentatives in Con- 

oreſs, and other literary characters. honoured ne 

diſcoverer with their attendance at a great va- 8 
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Extract of a Dede Hou * Hoaburitble Sri K PL 
© WORTH, LL. D. Chief Juſtice of the United States, to 
the Honourable Joux MARSRALI of Virginia, now one. 

of the Envoys Extradrdinary- from _ Vuited States 

N French en e 


*4 


40 ö Philade bia, March th, x 
cc Dicks Sir, ; *F 7 un. 


The gentleman who will Jeliver' this letter is De 
Parking of Connecticut, a reſpectahle phyſician and dif- 
coverer of the Metallic Tractor for the relief of Pain. 
Strange as his hypotheſis may be, experiments give it 
countenance. In ſome caſes the effects wrought are not 


eaſily aſeribable to ne great and delufive as is its 
power. 


8 . Fete be SY favourabli for « experiments 1 ; 
Jour vicinity he would be very ready to operate, and that 
I the prafencs of perſons moſt eee to detect a 


fallacy, 


10 5 
1 as a e eee 
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compliſhed judges, Dr. Perkins operated at the 
huoſpitals, &c. on patients afflicted with pains 
mpg mlacamations in eee . per 


"Y 


ullacy, 1 or, on n eng to OY 
the * if, in t W er js diſcos, J 


' The author here takes the liberty to add an extract n 4 


letter from the Rev. Sanus Magaw of Philadelphia, D. D, 


Fellow of, and Secretary to the American Philoſophical 


; 2 8 &e. to the TY: Aer Hur een of - 


Virgini 


11 5 4: W%g 2 


DT Right Rev. Sir, 0 ""_ 1797. 

4 This will introduce to your . acquaintance a 
very reſpectable perſon, Dr. Perkins of Connecticut, if in 
the courſe of his journeying he may viſit ee 
and have it in his power to wait on Biſnop Maddiſon. 

he Doctor, by a felicity of genius and 8 
has, it would ſeem, opened a highway to healing influences, 
which: promiſes fair to conſlitute a new æra in the Medical 


| Annals, His Metallic Tractors, their uſes and efficacy, i in * 


vaſt variety of caſes, have gained him great celebrity; and 
Lam diſpoſed to think, even from what 1 have 4nown my/f 
of "their deſert,” a yy not wan eee or 
ws e, &c. c. & 

and 


| ; ; 21 0 Ix: 

and 1 believe 1 may ſay _- general tishe- 
ion and ſurpriſe of the ſpectators. Diſcaſwof 
the moſt obſtinate nature, which had eee 6 
dical art, were removed by the Metallic Trafors* 
and many perſons of an advanced age," hs 
had been crippled. for years with the chronic 
rheumariſn LY were, | in  feyeral Senn perfodtly 
AMR or 


1 1 
„ 


Si 


By moſt of dt who witneſſed the riſing | 
effects of theſe operations, the diſcovery was 
conſidered as one of the moſt happy and impor- 
tant that has ever been made for the benefit of 
mankind. The many ſtubborn and indiſputable 
facts, which demonſtrated that the operations had 
no ſimilitude whatever to Animal Magnetiſm, be- 
gan now to remove regen and. gain; it = 
putarion. hah . ts ht 

By many oh his beſt NY the diſcoverer was 
ſtrenuouſly adviſed to avail himſelf of the advan= 
tages of the patent law, which was framed for the 
' purpoſe of © promoting the progreſs of uſeful 
arts, and to ſecure to himſelf the advantages 
derivable from what they conceived ſo happy 8 
diſcovery. As he bad a large family, had put 
himſelf to conſiderable expence in purſuing his 
ideas to this N reſult, and, Oy negleCting all 

7 5 = 
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his acher concerns for- the preſerving of his 


1 at ache Pops ee on this Pry 1 
accordingly took out a See in _ United 
Ft Seate. ; 


B A p patent the. ſo . tight of 3 

EA conſtruRing, uſing, and vending to others to be 
uʒſed, his pointed metallic infiruments,” in removing 

various pains, &c. is granted to Dr. Perkins, his 

| a heirs, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns, for fourteen 

| years; and all other perſons are inhibited to 
| maße or uſe his inttrumzente without his licener,, 


1. EA effected this, 41 furniſhed a 3 


[| [ . of perſons of the firſt character then at Philadel. 


„ Phia from all parts of the Union, with his Patent 

Aletallic T. rallors, he determined to return to Con- 

netcticut, to ſettle his affairs, and to reſign every 
other purſuit, 1 in order perſonally to exerciſe his 
new art in various parts of the United States, and 

thereby diſſeminate 2 Knowledge of its impor- 

: trance. 858 SEO TS. 
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Some time prior to making his diſcovery pub- 
le, Dr. Perkins had been engaged in a contro- 
verſy on a medical ſubject with ſome of che mem- 
N of che Connecticut Medical Society. Such 

controverlies 


cirrind'ts: weh Singin; char EOS 


that the vanquiſhed can forgive the conqu 
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Ar this Ge: the i of their former 
diſagreement. was freſh in the breaſts of Dr, P,'s 


'® Whoever has read the Philadelphia Gazettes | air 
the late diſtreſſing calamity of the yellow fever; wilbreddily 


perceive: the prevalence of mis unhappy diſpoſition” among 
the medical men of the United, States, The woe 


| outrages, i in conſequence of the. controverſy between 

Ruſh and 'Dr. Currie, committed by both their ee, 
during the autumn of 1797, have' not done honour” to that 
benevolent philoſophy which is charaReriſtic of an exiliphtens 
ed age and a civilized: people. Among men where, the 
more weighty arguments of the club and cane, and thoſe fuc- 


ceeded by challenges, have aſſumed the place of fair, candid,  . 
and friendly. diſcuſſions, becauſe there happens to be 2 


trifling difference in opinions, we muſt not be ſurpriſed, or 
even complain, if an inſtance occured in which an haſty and 


Wiberal decifion had taken place ou a nedical-ſabjeft, which 
vation, more eſpecially. as this 
innovation was. attempted: by a perſon, very obnoxious to 

the party which aſſumed the power of deciding. For the 
particulars of an encounter of the above deſcription, fee Mr. 
| Ruſh's defence of his conduct in laying violets bands on 


related to a LA 4 material Ir 


Dr. Roſs, a friend of Dr. Currie's.* The good maxim of 


Salluſt would be attended with happy n 


ſerved by the medical profeſſion in America 
* o Concordia bar væ res ereſcunt.· 


bs 3 


come perſonal enemies; and it edom happens | 


Sr 
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Sid! and when it was knows thats th TY 
gone te Philadelphia, and was there. making ex- 
Periments- wih his TreFors;. theſe gentlemen en- 
deavoured in his abſence to effect his ruin. 


When men are once determined on making A 


fictifice, it is eaſy to gather ſticks from: che 
chica wich which o oe up de Victim: 
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The tongue of Dee let looſe WY 
theinfluence of the TraFors, and reports fabricated 


* A* * 


5 to detrack from the-merits'of the diſcovery. So 


1 5 did theſe Meral. minded, SAY. exert 


enſcves et the teren tar, by the 
next ru hy of che medical eee they had 
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I Belo re N could return to Connedicut,” and. 
make to the ſociety. the r emu 

Fee do; the — and — 
waiting for ſuch communication, wirhout even 
attenc ing-ro a ſingle operation, or acquiring the 
leaſt knowledge of the principle or : practice of 
the diſcovery (except the little that hacl been ſaid 
to therrr fix months before) and without ſeeing a 
| 0 ſet of the Troftors, they . 5 4 


enemies ſome werks before-hand, pronouncing * 
the ein of An | 


PEA” deter any of their members from Ber- 5 
taining the merits of the diſcovery by experi- 
ments, they er directed their Secretary to cite any 
| member of i their ſocjety prattifing : 4s above (i. 2. 


nung the Laue) before them at their next meet. 


ing, to anfper for Kis conduct, and render reafons 
why he mould n ne ot 'be expelled the ſociety for 
fuch diſgraceful pt fadtices.” | his vote Was 0 
conſiderable 8 and Was couched in term 
which would far better have become the! Perſe- 
cutors of a Copernicus and a Galileo, in af age of 
Ignorance and ſu perſtition, chan thoſe who world 
fondly be conſidered as the Patrons of ſeienee and 
philoſophy ir in the enlightened” æra of tlie eigh.- 
reenth century. In juſtice, however, to the 1 
ſpectable inſtitution to which thoſe gentlemen 
belonged, 1 it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the con- 
vention was very thinly attended, and eonſiſted 
of few beſides, the profeſſed enemies of Dr. P. 
Neither Dr. Munjon their Preſident, a gentleman . | 
whoſe ſuperior Eminence. in his profeſſion is 
equalled only. by his reputation as a philoſopher 


and a man of letters, nor any of the repreſenta- 
tives from: the medical ſociety. of tho county Long 


* 


ty 16 3 
ich the diſcoverer jelided, were then preſents 
though they were the only members at that time 
— of - dg on the merits. of the diſco= 
2 *. FLARE 279 C a 8 3 25 


1 = Dr. Perkins, returning a yt YE after fig 
25 Philadelphia, afforded theſe : gentlemen. an oppor- 
tunity of wiping away the ſtigma which had been 
_caft on them by the unprecedented conduct of a 
| few. All of theſe, notwithſtanding t the dreadful 
"ets. that had been pronounced againtt 1 it, imme- 
diately p rovided themſelves with the T: rattors, and 
eagerly e for ſubjects which would afford 6 
| them means of bringing the practice to a proper 
teſt, determining that, when they reported they 
would be able to defend their deciſion, by the 
| ſound, logic of experiment. Aſter a ſufficient 
| time had elapſed for aſcertaining | the truth, theit : 
1 — were publiſhed, and the reſult ®. was as 
"honourable and ſatisfactory to the diſcoverer, as * 
Was eee and irritating to his enemies. 5 


2 
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"The 33 as 2 as the alice of 2 55 | 
publication, will. not allow | me to enter at large 
into a detail of the evidences which thoroughly 
fatisfied all who experimented with the 27 altre, 6 


* 


_ bee their Eiperiments i in the latter part of this Tract. | 
$54 | | e that 


TI... | 
that no analogy or affinity exiſted between the 
operations of the metallic influence, and the ex- 
ploded practice of animal magnetiſm. But a few - | 
of the moſt intereſting facts which led to this de- . 
cifion, ſhall now briefly be recued,;. 


On = ſubject of Animal 1 it was 
conceived that no information ſo authentic could 
be obtained, as that of the report of the commiſ- 
ſioners at Paris (Dr. FxAxKLTx at their head, and 
Lavolsizx one of their number) appointed by 
the late Lewis XVI. for the expreſs purpoſe of 
aſcertaining the merits of the practice. This en- 
quiry, undertaken by the greateſt philoſophers of 
the age, was conducted with ability and candor, 
and the reſult is univerſally known to have been an 
.exploſion of the doctrine, and a cenſure upon its 
inventor. It was found that the effects produced 
by Meſmer, were not owing to any newly diſco- 
vered law or principle in nature, as he pretended, 
but ſolely aſcribable to the influence of compre/- 
ion, imagination, and imitation*.” Among the 
numerous experiments made by the e 


f CY Loma of the ſubſequent W of this. art, have 
pretended to produce ſome effects unaſſiſted by I 
or imitation. 


fioners, accompanied by M. Delon, the pupil ck 
Meſmer, not more than one perſon out of five - 
experienced any ſenſations at all, and theſe were 
ſubjects extremely irritable, extremely nervous, 
and generally females;” and on them the ef- 
fects were not ſalutary, ſuch as a tranſition from 
pain to eaſe, a reduction of tumours, removing 
inflammations, &c.; but, on the contraty, the treat- 
ment in Animal Magnetiſm “ produced pains, 
attended with dangerous ſymptoms, ſuch as ſpit- 
ting of viſcous humours, and even Blood; cough- 
ing, hiccoughing, agitations, and convulſions; 
ſtriking of the breaſt with precipitate and invo- 
luntary motions,” &c. Theſe effects uſually-took 
place antecedent to what was called the Cy. 


It was demonſtrated by the commiſſioners, 
that * all theſe effects were the plain and rational 
reſult of the various applications, as the zouch, the 

hard and continued preſſure upon the hypochon- 
dres, on the lower regions of the belly, and other 
very ſuſceptible parts of the body; added to the 
influence which a ſhew of ſolemn preparations 
and well adapted muſic “, might have upon the 

> | mind 


To aid the deluſion, and aſſiſt in giving theſe farcical 
| ſcenes the appearance of reality, nothing could have been 
| 8 more 


TY 19 55 „„ 
m wind of a pat inſpired. with h confidence 15 
enthuſiaſ | 34 


Having . every KO ON ae | 
from this report, the medical gentlemen, who 
were attempting to inveſtigate the merits of the 
metallic influence, next directed their attention to 
diſcover, if any affinity or reſemblance could be 
found between the operations of Dr. Perkins and 
the denen of ee, | 


After almoſt wk experiments, which 
were made on ſubjects of all deſcriptions, as it 
reſpects their diſeaſes, ages, or ſtations in life, 
and, in ſhort, diverſified with every variety which 
occurred to them; it was acknowledged that there 
could be no reſemblance found, either in the 
modes of application, or in the effects vhich were 
produced, between the operation of the Tractors 
and animal magnetiſin. * was obſerved, that the 


more e RIF than the ded of the, 4 
Forte, which was continually playing tunes on keys that cor» 
reſponded with the changes which, it was intended, thould 
take place in the animal ſpirits of the patient, | 

| There are but few perſons who have not a thouſand times 
experienced the powerful effects of muſic, and We their 
ſuſceptibility: of its influence. . 0 


C 2 author | 


| 0 20) N '" 
* nor cl the every of the italic bales, I 
always ſought opportunities for performing his 
operations in the preſence of philoſophers and 
men of ſcience, © who ſhould be competent to 
detect a fallacy, if there was one; and, on the 
other hand, to extend the i improvement, if, i in fact, | 
a new 3 18 everes b. 


e end "thas is diſeaſes, in- raids the — 
operation of the metallic influence was moſt ſuc- al 
ceſsful, are directly oppoſed. to; or very different 

from, thoſe in which animal magnetiſm had pro- 
duced effects. Highly nervous complaints, at- 
tended with debility, in which the latter chiefly ap- 
peared effective, have rarely been relieved by the 
former; alſo none of thoſe dangerous or ridiculous 
ſymptoms, which in animal magnetiſm were ſaid 
to be preparatory to a criſis, took place here; nor 
any thing which bore the leaſt reſemblance to the 
criſis itſelf, The pains, inſtead of requiring an 
| operation of two, hours or more, as was the caſe in 
KH | Meſmer's treatment, are generally removed by the 
Tractors in the courſe of twelve minutes; and in- 
ſtead of their being fucceſsful only among the lower 
20G, of ageing, who are mob en to cre- 


i See Judge apron letter in note, page 9. 


ae 
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. aulity a and impoſition, they have hike been 
chiefly uſed among men of ſcience and reſpec- 
tability, who have often been diſpoſed, at firſt, to. 
treat them with ridicule and contempt, from a 
Pere ek the operations were ORE. a fallacy. | 15 


The e under which the T7 rafters 
| produce r no effect, alone ſufficiently prove that a 
phyſical cauſe, independent of the power of ima- 


gination, is concerned in the operations; as for 
inſtance, relief from pain has never been pro- 


cured by them, on parts of the body to which 
any olly applications, or where any adipoſe ſub⸗ 
ſtances have Bean W employed. 
| | We Aae 
* The obſtacles which oil . in exelting „ 
motion, or the animal electricity, is particularly mentioned 
by Galvani, the diſcoverer of that NN (De Viribus- 
El. in m. m. p. 22.) Eid | Lo ke 6: 6 Þ 
Dr. FowLe alſo, whoſe ingenious experiments on the 
. fame influence haye ſucceeded thoſe of Galvani, has the fol- 
' lowing remarks. (Exp. and O#/. on Anim. Elect. p. 18.) 
« Oils of all kinds are ſo far from conducting, that if the 
fingers of the perſon holding either the probe ar the zinc 
have perſpired much, even this operates as a complete ob. 
ſtruction to the paſſage of the influence. The inſtant the 
perſpired matter has been wiped away, and the fingers have 
been dipped in water, it again excites contraRtions. When 


S de 


* 
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Indeed, berfptiatve itſelf is ſo effectual a bar⸗ 
rier to the metallic influence, that the Tractor 
have neyer been uſed to ſo much advantage in 
the warm ſummer months of America, when the 
hands of the operator, and the ſkin of the patient, 
are generally covered with it. But if che part be 
thoroughly waſhed, and the oil, adipoſe, or per- 
ſpirable matter be perfectly removed, relief will 
be immediately obtained. Chronic pains, after : 
an injudicious uſe of mercury, or old pains, 
which are the effects of a yenereal- complaint, even 
a where no mercury has been uſed, have never been 
radically removed by the metallic influence. | 


bi k 


Another angular eee occurred, viz, 
| That i in ſome inſtances the metallic influence, 
when excited by different perſons, produced dif. 
ferent effects. This fact, however extraordinary 
it appeared, and however ſtrenuouſly it was at 
firſt oppoſed, is now univerſally acknowledged. 
Experiments were made to aſcertain this point 
with 1 accuracy, as to 2 predingp the Pant 


the — & a frog are er. 404 1 its apdemen is 

filled with oil, no contractions can be excited by placing one 

metal upon its ſciatic nerves, and bringing another in con- 
tact Tm it, eiter above or below the ſurface of ths ont. ry 


of 


perſons who-might uſe the-TraFers for any length 
of time, in diſeaſes which were ſuitable for the 
operation, and produce no perceptible effect; when 


by placing them in the hands of another perſon, | 


who ſhould perform the operation preciſely ! in 
the ſame manner as before, the pain or in- 


flammation would be removed directly. It is 


true, this ſingular property is characteriſtie but 


of few, yet among the great number who have 
purchaſed the Tractors in America, there are 
ſome who have never performed a cure. Theſe 


gentlemen, whenever an operation is required, 
put the TraFors in the hands of a bye- ſtander, 
who applies them under their direction, and the 


uſual ſalutary en are the immellse con- 
comms: e e 5 


This curious fat 5 1058 tw by ah 


writers on the philoſophy of the metallic influ- 


ence, as a proof of its analogy * to the influence 
diſcoyered * Galyani, . 


| * 23 - hy 8 N 
oſa fallacꝝ; and the reſult — that. there yere | 


I fhall | 


„ See the experiments of profeſſor Volta, relating to the | 
_. elfen or the apy when ue" to the ſenſe of | 


9 alſo, WM ths of th bang of metallic | 


- ET. which are rendered ſuſceptible to the 8 and 
| | C4 | 


— 5 
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1 ſhalt next enumerate ſome of the diſeaſes 85 


which were found to be ſuitable ſubjects for the 
metallic operation; and thoſe who have experi- 
enced or underſtand them, will eaſily judge 
whether the imagination can have any influence 
in their cure. Can the imagination cure a gout ?— 
8 almoſt inſtantaneouſly, the fpaſms of an 
epileptic fit, when the patient is diveſted of every 
exerciſe of reaſon ? or the contractions of a 
locked jaw Can! imagination remove the pains 
and inflammations . of the . reduce Fumour's 6. 


. has hs flowing 3 ec Different FOR: are 
variouſly affected by this experiment. [ Application of zinc 
and falver to 'the tonguc.] © With ſome the Senſation or tafte 
is either very Nightly or not at all perceived, whilſt with 
others it is very firong, and even diſagreeable, Some think 
it a mere pungency and not a taſte.” When the experiment 
was applied to the ſenſe of fight,” he ſays © this phenomenon 

is not [alike perceived by every perſon, ſome being hardly 
ſenſible of it, whilſt others obſerve a very ſtrong flaſh, _ 

«In performing both of the above- mentioned experiments, 
viz, that which produces the taſte, and the other which 
produces the flaſh of light, ſome perſons i imagine to feel a 
gentle warmth diffuſe itſelf over the tongue from its root to 
the very apex,” Cavallo 2 e Treatiſe o on Ela, vl. iii. 5 
gage 58. VVV). I nn 


* See 1 effects of Sali on inflammations, in 
For 5 W ce on "nine, Ele. page * TOW mW 
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as che guiney, Bitlou 15 if applied bes 
fore a ſuppuration has taken place? remove 
the ſevere HMflammutions, paint, and Tumors'of the 
fing and Bites of poiſonous inſecrs ? or of Birks 
and ſcalds, and thoſe on a _—_— 
nations of ringworms, tetters,” *atid  eryfepelas ? 

Or can imagination cure the lameneſs of * 
brute AF Tae are Son of the afflictions which 


_ wu; . * 
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dene ranged "moſt have! been po 
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in the paſtern, had become exceedingly lame, and from the 


intenſe heat of the hoof on that foot, and the aftions of the 
animal, was ſuppoſed. to be in great pain, completely re. 
lieved in the courſe of ten minutes by the « operation of the 
: Tracbors; 3 the hot hoof becoming of the fame temperature 45 
that of the other. From being ſcarcely able to put his foot 
to the ground, he became. ſo much better in about twelve 
minutes from the time the metallic inſtruments were firſt 
applied, that a gentleman maunted him and rode nh 
being but juſt able to perceive his lameneſs, OE 
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if 680 heard of other . ſimilar inſtances, but. this is the . 


only one which has come under my perſonal obſervation. 1 


1 have frequently, however, heard of the little paint | 
ellen on the back, generally termed Lees boils, ©, being. 
an by che operation of the metallic in 
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; ( 26 ) 
concluſive, to induce the membets of the — 
gecticut Medical Society, individually, to come 
forward and declare their ſentiments. to the world 
in fayour of the operation of the. Trafers, when 
they thereby openly violated an, act. of their 


* 
Tae. I ee the ſtigma of an exp. 
ph : To 
927 e of Jad 


The Bagels 1 wa 10 account tha a | 
thouſand of the daily occurrences of life, doubts 
ant queſtions, the reality of newly diſcovered 
pPfrineiples, (cauſes, and effects, in oppoſition even 
to the teſtimony of ocular demonſtration, be- 
cauſe he cannot comprehend them with a 
Creator's eye; but the real phileſopher willingly 
acknowledges the exiſtence of a fact, whenever 
it is demonſtrated to him by competent and 0 
| ſufficient evidence. The teſtimony which was by 
this time adduced, in ſupport of the effects pro- 
dueed by the metallic operations, was of a nature 
fo reſpectable and incontrovertible, that many of 
thoſe, who were at firſt perſuaded to join in the 
general ridicule, were now candidly diſpoſed to 
aſcertain the truth or fallacy of the doctrine, by 

he teſt of fair experiment. And, thus convinced, 
many of the Fellows of the Connecticut Medical 


Sg hanourably acknowledged the error of 


i 2 „ 
As En acting 3 on | 

ſubject of ſuch great importance. Preſident | 
Munsow himſelf read before the Society, con- 
yened at New Haven, a learned and ingenious 
Piſſertation on the ſubject of Animal Magnetiſm , 
and Animal Electricity. After giving an hiſtori- 
cal account of the impoſitions of Meſner, and 
according with the juſtice of the report ef the 
commiſſioners in France, to which I have before 
referred, he inſtanced the late important diſco- 
veries of Calvani, and the ingenious experiments 


mal electricity; and concluded with the following 
remarks: After all theſe diſcoveries of the 
exiſtence of a certain influence, by whatever name 


it is called, in the nervous ſyſtem of animal 


bodies, which has properties, and is ſubject to 
the ſame laws, in many reſpects, with the electri | 
cal fluid, and which may be excited or educted 
by the application of metallic ſubſtances, would 
it appear ſtrange to a philoſopher, or would it 
exceed the credulity of a well- informed phyſician, 
that Metallic Points *, applied to perſons diſeaſed 
vit pain, had given relief? To none, I imagine, 
who 0 in the nee ey cs an. n 


| The non Hrs le ee (metallic pints, | 
. - 5 which 


/ 


which. 1 1 to be demonſtrable e al 
6 8 | 
eta ir bet Walch ſtranger to common ſenſe, that 
philoſophers, or phyſicians, ſhould be ſo obſti- 
nately ſceptical as to diſpute facts atteſted by the 
moſt reſpectable characters, merely becauſe they 
have neyer been able, à priori, to account for the 
effects produced? Is it becoming a philoſopher, 
or phyſician,'to treat a diſcovery ſo important and 
well atteſted, with ridicule, buffoonery, and con- 
tempt; becauſe it is new, or becauſe they cannot 
account philoſophically for it themſelves ? If it is 
unbecoming an individual to cenſure a diſcovery. 
or invention before trial, and without a candid in- 
veſtigation, how much more ſo for a Society in- 
corporated for the expreſs: purpoſe of inveſtigation 
5 _ jv" ea in the pe of the n 
5 2 denen who bes made the diborery 
of a new application and mode for the relief of 
the pained and afflicted, before he communicated 
his difcovery, was thought a worthy member of 
the General Convention, a Fellow of the Connec- 
ticut Medical Society. Whatever advantages the 

_ _— have had,. from the experi- 
| | ments 
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ments made in Europe, ſtill kis tk of 
metallic ſubſtances for the removal of difeaſes, 
muſt, I conceive, be acknowledged at leaſt an 
improvement on their diſcoveries, and ſomething 

peculiar to himſelf ; and I conceive it to be a 
diſcovery capable of great improvement for the 
benefit of mankind. It is certain, there are facts 
of its influence too notorious, and ſupported by 
ſuch indubitable teſtimony, that it is futile to 
imagine it can be hiſſed out of exiſtence man- 


kind will not be laughed out of cheir Lane : 


5 + Tae every a of the 3 fociety | 

make a candid trial with the patent TraFors ; keep 
a regiſter of their experiments, and in many in- 
ſtances I doubt not but they will prove efficacious 
in the removal of diſeaſes, and will effect it ac- 
cording to the old adage, cito, tuto, et jucundle | 


The public ſentiment being now univerſally 
diſpoſed to acknowledge the importance of Dr. 
Perkins's diſcovery, thoſe few members of the 
convention, who began the oppoſition, had now 
recourſe to another meaſure, by which they in- 
tended to have torn from his brow the laurels: he 
had fo juſtly acquired; and with them adorn = ; 


150 2 » a Wah, and ul plenty, 175 e 
buſt 
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buſt of; another. For this purpoſe, they Makart 
ouſly reported that the diſcovery did not originate 


with. Dr. P. but that he gained it from a neigh- 
bouring phyſician; and as that gentleman was 
dead, they ſuppoſed that the truth could never 
be explored. It was well known, that the gentle- 
man alluded to was a man of very ſuperior talents, 


and that electricity was his favourite ſtudy ; it 


was alſo known, that he was on the moſt inti- 
mate terms with the diſcoverer for many years 


before his death. But it was found upon enquiry, 


that none of his medical pupils, of which he had 


a large number, or any other perſon, had ever 


heard · from him, or ſeen any thing in his practice, 
ſimilar to the operations of Dr. P. except once, 


when he attempted to remove the pain from a 


tooth by applying a ſimple metal, which he chen 


called Dr. Perkins“ 8. remedy. 
This ſubterfuge being expoſed, a rational man 


wauld have conceived that thoſe anti- innovators, 
more eſpecially after the rebuke contained in 


their Preſident's diſſertation, and the various 
other publications of the ſame nature, would have 


effected the beſt retreat they could; but, like | 
ſome of the heroes of the Chevy-chaſe, although 
completely vanquiſhed, they would not yield: 


« But when their legs were ſmit away, 
e They fought upon their ſtumps.” R 
7 | n 


"CY 


T5 CONT 1797, theſe "geneleren agen a= 


| Friniicd, bur found it impoſſible to proceed on 


the grounds of their former reſolution, kc | 


diſſolving the ſociety : for if they proceeded to 
the expulſion of every one who had engaged in 


theſe “ diſgraceful prabtices, they would have o 


pronounce judgment againſt one half of tie 
members, with the Preſident at their head; and, 8 


the reputation of the metallic operation was now 
completely eſtabliſhed, not only by the publica 


tions of the experiments made by moſt of the 
literary characters of the United States, but by 
the members of their own fociety, they were 
compelled to give up their fitſt point, viz. that 


the practice was a revival of Animal Magnetiſm. 


However, a fertile imagination ſuggeſted new 
grounds for accuſation, on which they did not 
heſitate to paſs ſentence. The dreadful charge 


againſt Dr. P. now was, that he had © obtained 


a patent under the authority of the United States, 
for the excluſive privilege of uſing and vending 
certain pointed Metallic Inftruments, which is 


contrary to the rules and regulations of their ſo- 


ciety, interdicting their members the uſe of Nos- 


TRUMS !“ S0 ridiculous were the reaſons given 


by theſe gentlemen, and ſo hard puſbed were they 


to find cauſe for accuſation, that their very charge 
carried 


· 
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carried its own 8 with. Aerts It certainly 
did not require a profundity of learning to diſ- 


cover, that by the term Neſtrum is meant a ſe- 
cret medicine, the ingredients of which are known 


only to the poſſeſſor; whereas a patent, which 
they acknowledged to have been obtained, effec- 
tually diſcloſes. the ſecret, by the ſpecification - 
which is obliged to be lodged in the patent office, 
and expoſed to. the view of any . who has 
the e to read it. | 


4 ok of u the Pos TORT in the United 
States at this time had been in poſſeſſion, of the 
E ractors more than a year, they were fully pre- 
pared to report the reſult of their numerous expe- 


riments; and many gentlemen, eminently diſtin- 


-guiſhed as phyſicians, philoſophers, and divines, 
forwarded to the diſcoverer their various experi- 
ments, with an intention that they ſhould be pub- 
liſhed to the world. For the firſt time, in June 
laſt, Dr. P. publicly noticed the conduct of his 
oppoſers, and this he did by giving their reſolu- 
tions every poſſible publicity, adding them to a 
few of the numerous communications he had re- 


| ceived from all parts of the United States, as fur- 


ther proofs of the reality and efficacy of his diſ- 
Covery 3 their laſt vote being an indirect acknow- 
ledgment 


81 1 
teens of he and ofthe Gate un. 


ence 


1 heh dwelt more priate the vote of 
ſome of che members of the Connecticut Medi- 
cal Convention, becauſe that, among the de- 
ciſions of learned inſtitutions, is the only inſtance 
in which the efficacy of the Trafors has ever — 
publicly een nenn in the United States. 


T he dy _ fimplicity of hy operation of 
the metallic influence, added to thoſe prevailing pre- 


It is with no ſmall. regret that it falls to my lot to 
detail facts, which reflect a ſtigma on ſome gentlemen 
of the medical profeſſion in the United States. Although 
this diſpoſition for diſſenting i is more general than I could 
wiſh to acknowledge, yet in the preſent inſtance but a very 
ſmall. part of the above ſociety was concerted in thoſe 
extraordinary proceedings. Of more than #awo Hun 
members which compoſe the ſociety, not more than zawenty 
were preſent on that occaſion; and the major part of theſe 
were perſons who had been engaged ina former controverſy - 
with the author of the diſcovery of the metallic influence, and 


have ever ſince been his avowed-enemies. Several members, 1775 


in conſequence of thoſe votes, were ſo diſguſted that they 
have ſince abandoned the meetings, The ſociety, collec- 
tively conſidered, is an extenſive and reſpectable inſtitution, 
and many of its member are 5 of the higheſt | 
merit. >. | 

| D | judices © 


ment of diſeaſes, in conſequence of the 8 
practiſed in animal magnetiſm, I am ſenſible, will 
excite at fitſt not only ſcepticiſm but ridicule; yet I 
flatter myſelf neither of theſe will be found among 
the mn 2 or n of nen 


We troqiendy hear men, hoſe wiſdom is 
kay confined to their ſignificant looks and 
manner of expreſſion, obſerve, on a relation of 
any newiy diſcovered phenomena, that Theſe 
things cannot be: I know of no principle, or 
poſſible operation in nature, by which ſuch effects 
can be produced.“ As if the great Creator of 
the Univerſe had made no laws relating to the 
ceconomy of nature, which had not been com- 
municated to them, and familiarized to their 
underſtandings. I ſhall take the liberty to ob- 
ſerve, as a well known fact, that mere hypotheti- 
cal reaſoning, unaccompanied by experiment, 
never accurately inveſtigated the properties of 
any medicine, or predetermined its effects upon 
the human body. Were the whole LI ERATT of 
the age preſented with an Acid and an Aculi, could 
they, by any {pecdlation on the ſubject, ſo far 
diſcover their properties, as to infer that the union 
of them would produce in many caſes a — 


ak ; & & : | of 


dl valorifie matter, and compound a neutral {alt 2 
As well might we expect that the quarry ſhould 
| yield the poliſhed ſtatue without the labour of 
the artiſt; as that the human mind; by its reaſoning 5 
powers alone, ſnould be able to predicate on an 
1 this nature without, ** teſt of erer en 


eee the e will agree wich me 
aw facts are better than argument, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to the Experiments. No particular order is 
obſerved in the arrangement of the en as it did 
not oecurt to me that i it was ee 1e 
| ty 
oth pale 30 fanher 4 that the follows 
ing experiments are not introduced ſolely with a 
view to eſtabliſh the reputation of the Metallic 
Influence; but rather that I might complete the 
firſt deſign of this publication, which was to 
give an hiftorical ſketch of the origin and pro- 
preſs of the diſcovery. As theſe communica- 
tions form a part of the incidents which eventually 
aſcertained the importance and reality of Dr. 
P.'s diſcovery, their immediate connection wit 
the ſubje& of this Tract, rendered it neceſſary 
to introduce them. I flatter myſelf I ſhall 
have the ſatisfaction, on being favoured' with 
ſuitable ſubjects, of affording evidence, which 
D 2 | to 
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to every perſon muſt be. more ſatisfactory than 
I e N Viz, the evidence of the UN: PL 


As many of the — were 


5 of conſiderable length „I have generally extracted 


from them only the facts which reſulted from the 
experiments. The various ſpeculations upon the 
theory, may with more propriety be reſerved for 

ſome philoſophical treatiſe on the ſubject, ſhould 
| ſuch an one hereafter be attempted, by 


en need be Laid of the eh of 

the characters who have given their experiments; 

as moſt of them are known in Europe as eminent 

philoſophers, phyſicians, and authors, the reader 

muſt himſelf judge of the credit which ought to 
be gen to their ſtatements, | 
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EXPERIMENTS 


75 8 AND. 


OBSERVATIONS 


| Communicated to the, Ro 


AUTHOR of the DISC OYERY of the METALL IC 
=; INFLUENCE. 5 5 


(EXPERIMENT 1. 


regem of Natural Philoſophy, 3 in the ba of 
vw, Haven. | 


+ , 
& 


September. 18. 1797. 
1 A I am daily confirmed in the opinion that 
| facts form the moſt valuable part of our 
knowledge, 1 think it "my duty to communicate 
the in | | 


10 In March laſt my fon, about eight years 
of age, was ſeized with a complaint of the peri- 
pneumonic kind, attended with a violent pain in 


the left fide, accompanied with a high 8 8 an 2 
ſevere cough. 


Wy By 


"CEP | 
ce By the care Bo "#2 Niunſon he was in three 
or four days ſo far reſtored, that on the fifth dax 
he walked about the Houfe. T his probably ex- 
poſed him to a relapſes for on the ſixth day he 
Was ſeized with a return of the ſymptoms : his 
fever was higher, the pain of the left ſide was 
greater, attended with a forenefs, which, when- 
ever he coughed; forced him to cry out. He 
was obliged to lie on his back, being neither able 
to turn himſelf, or be turned. Dr. Munſon be- 
ing again called, pronounced his caſe a hazardous 
one; after having preſeribed what he thought | 
proper, ſuggeſted a trial of your Trafors. This] 
imine ediately undertook; and in about half am Hour 
he declared his pain was gone, turned himſelf 
without difficulty on his right ſide, and fell into a 
profound ſleep, accompanied by a remarkablypro- 
fuſe perſpiration, which burſted from every pore. 
After aſleep of ſix or ſeven hours, he awoke 1 in 
perfect health, and has continued ſo to this day. 


It. appeared to me, that the marks of the 
points. on his fide were larger, more. inflamed, 
and ſwelled, than could haye been expected from 
the mere mechanical irritation of the metals ap- 
plied ſo gently and lightly as in this caſe. . This 
circumſtance I mention, becauſe it may ; perhaps 
a aſſiſt i in the formation of a e on this ſubject. 

| 5 | avg . 


( „ 1 


ET haye uſed the TraFors with ſucceſs 1 in . 
veral other caſes; and although, like Naaman 
the Aſſyrian, 1 cannot tell why the waters of 
Jordan ſhould be better than Abana and Pharpar, 

' rivers of Damaſcus,” 'yet ſince experience has | 
HED them ſo, no wee can e the - 


#- 


ar thish, We well oy to Us, my it is very 
probable that fifty or an hundred years hence. 

ye ſhall as well know why your Tradbons ſhould 
in a few minutes remove violent pains, as We nem 
know why. cantharides. and opium produce ops 
poſize effects; viz. we ſhall know but, wary Wile 

about either, excepting fas. The world k will, 
notwithſtanding, continue trying to oblige che 
preſent and future Galileo's ſolemnly to renousaes 

opinions, which, in fubſequent; periods, will be 75 
univerſally adopted. In ſpite of Eccleſiaſtical 
n dong earth Rill revolves on its axis, > 


„ F 
1 22 
ey Rat „ - — 


= The reqder will not require a an explanation of the ob- | 
Jet of this remark, after what has before been ſtated rela- 
tive to the reſolutions of the Cognecticut Medical, Conven- | 


Jon. Profeſſor Meigs is an inhabitant of the fame State 
in which thoſe proceedings took place. 
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(EXPERIMENTS u. 


Mr. WOODWARD, 


Profeſſor of Natural Philoſophy in the Univerſity TY 
3 Partmouth, Kc. &c. | 


*I avs made uſe of your Trafters i we 
various diſorders, and beſides univerſally abat- 
ing, and generally removing pains in the Bead, 
face, teeth, &c. I have found them uſeful in 
the Salt Rheum . Only one opportunity has 
__ preſented for an effectual trial—that has cured 
the patient by three applications, which being 
known, ſeveral perſons affected with that dif- 


order have been at my houſe this week to have 


orders have abated on the firſt trial; and the 


7 preſent proſpect is, that cures will be effected 0 : 


% 


them eh further uſe of the T adler. ; 


_ A vialent pain in the foot, Pee * 


a ſprain, has been removed in a few minutes ſo 
= not to _. 


Wy This is is a a putkcular diſeaſe very common in a the ae 


States, much reſembling the itch, but not contagious, and 


ii more local, It is probably a ſpecies of tetters or herpes, | 


* 


*. 


EXPERIMENT. m. 


| Cammunicated by hs. 


5 Row; WILLIAM noone; D. b! 2 77 


Profeſſor of Oratory i in the Univerſity of Penis, 7 
0 &c. 25 | 


* k 
A * — 
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| Philadelphia Jun iſt, 217974 
ce Ma. Manar of Philadelphia, was ſoma 
time ſince afflicted with a violent inflammation in his 
left eye, accompanied with a ſevere pain, which 
extended through the head, and deprived him of 
reſt. The eye was entirely cloſed, and con- 
ſtantly diſcharging water. Several things were 
applied to give him eaſe, but to no purpoſe. 33 
told him, on opening it gently with my fingers, 
it was too bad to be relieved by the TraFors, as 
it was entirely of a bloody colour, and all the 
parts contiguous greatly ſwelled and much in- 
flamed ; however, I would try their efficacy. I 
| applied them a few nſinutes, and he began to open 
the eye. I continued uling the Tractors for the k 
ſpace of ten or fifteen minutes, when the pain 
: and inflammation were entirely removed, and he 
ppened his eye without difficulty. He returned 
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to his family . relieved, had an | appetite for 
his food, and next day went to his accuſtomed 


labour. A few days after he had an inflamma- 

tion in his right eye, attended with very conſider- 
able pain. I again applied the TraFors, and he 
was almoſt inſtantly relieved. From that time 


to this he has been, er e eee 
| n ini, | 


P fs _ uſed the rar i in ſome e erben in · 
_ wah ane by | 


- BXPE RIMENTS Iv, 77 


8 BAKER, HALL, LORD, 1 RREWSTER 


1 neter of the — of windbam f in x ris. 


3 Connecticut Medical Convention, 


e Fellows of the Con. Med, Soc. = T 


. POS... ; 


1 Windbam County, Ave. 6, 1796. 
WIRD. Tm a variety of caſes which have og - 
curred, not only in our own practice but i in that 
of our neighbouring phyſicians, we are fully con- 


vinced of the utility of the Metallic Tractors, in re- 


moving various pains, ſpaſmodic, and inflammatory 
efedtions from the human body; and that the dif- 
covery is of 1 importance to. the healing art,” 


T4) 
ER PE RIMENTS V. © 
jour VAUGH AN; M. b.. . Mis, 
Pillow of the Medica Soo iy of Delanae, 
. } 
5 1 4+ 0 15 N. 75 TS * 3 — 


«11 HAVE operat d, in a fey ral only, ith 
your Tractors, for but. few. have offered ſince I 
poſſeſſed them. One caſe of ner vous or byſteric 
bead. ach pe rfectly cured. & taſe of adontalgia re- 
lieved. The third, a young man who! had fallen 

nearly fiſteen feet on the age" of an open ended 


LETT 4 


hogſtiead, and received, a confiderable Fontufion in 8 


the unis region, vith  Junefacfion, 1 


FLIER 1 ue Fe 
1 HOYT 


e bled Ka three tirttes/ Mile He] bur 
after about two minutes tes operation with the Trac- 
 #ors, he exclaimed in extacy, & Lam well—A am 
well my pain is gone f. I he pain, however, 
returned in a leſs degree; but in thirty or forty 
je. eng entirely, nk he men 4 ork 
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EXPERIMENT: vl. 


r Bares ken the Report of” | 
FRED ERIC DALCHO,. . D. 
Sargeon in the Army of the United States, 


® the Honourable 13 Mc Hanny, eee 
: | at War, 7 


| Dated Fort J obnſon, 8 83 Cel, 

| 29 March, 1797. . 

1 10 4 for letter 1 mentioned the indiſpo- 

fition of Captain Kaltaiſen, the commanding of- 

ficer of the garriſon ; 1 and as the application by 

which he has been relieved is worthy of notice, 
J hays taken the hibexry of reporting i it to vou. 


For about two' years paſt he has been much 
aſited with a ſpaſmodic affefion on the left 
ide of his head, and for ſeveral months it had 
become ſo very frequent and violent as to affect 
his ſenſes in a great degree.— All the variety of 
applications which have been made, afforded 
him not the ſmalleſt relief, and J doubted of his 
ever obtaining i it at his WIE: age %, A few 


* * n yours: 0 
days 


days fince he was "violemy e chat the | 
intellectual fun ions were entirely deranged, and . 
1 apprehended very ſerious .conſequences. In 
this ſitvation I purchaſed a ſer of Dr. Perkins s 
patent Metallic Trafors, the firſt application of 
which held out the pleaſing proſpect of his entire 
recovery. After repeating it for a few days, he 
became perfectly eaſy and free from pain, and his 

mind reſtored to its natural ſtrength; no indiſ- 


: ems inen but wum is er on 
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"EXPERIMENTS. vn. 
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412 DYER, 
1 | i | of Canterbury, | GE ER a 


wr” 


Member of FD Connekticut Medical Society, and | 
ae to the 21ſt Regiment, 


Auguſt 10th, 47355 | 
« Fon ſeven years paſt I have been trou- 
bled with almoſt a conſtant rheumatic pain in my 
| ſhoulder, | For the two bf years it has gradually 


EE Hip '- Increaſed 


. a ) EE 
increaſed GU it FRG very. diſtrefing, and his 
deen attended with a ſtiffneſs to ſuch a degree; 
that I could not raiſe my hand to the top of my 
head without great difficulty. In June. laſt 1 
applied your Tractors myſelf to my ſhoulder, 
when it was in extreme pain. The pain, to 
my great ſurprize, wholly left me within fix mi- 
nutes, and my ſhaulder was freed from its former 
ſtiffneſs. I could mave that arm and ſhoulder 
with as great eaſe as the other, The pain has 
once returned in conſequence of ſevere exerciſe; 
and it was e removed by applying the 
27 rarrors. 


1 1 have allo; been frequently afflicted with a 
diſtreſling; pain in my bead for twenty years paſt. 
It has uſually come on in the fore-part of the 
day, and continuing ten or twelve hours. About 
the time of the above operation on my ſhoulder, 
I applied the TraFors to my head when in ſevere 
pain, which was in a few minutes -relieved, and 
the pain has not ſince returned. Fer three years 
before this application, I had not been three weeks 
at a time free from this complaint. From what 
1 have erperienced, and heard of the efficacy of the 
Metallic Influence, [ doubt not but the diſco- | 
very will prove of great utility to mankind.” 


tay 


# 


(EXPERIMENTS. VIII. a5, 
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55. RUFUS JOHNSON, 
of Canterbury, 


Member of the Conneicut Medical Society. 


3 Auguſt 11th, 1796. 

« In 3 —— 5 my practice a few months 
paſt, 1 have made frequent experiments with the 
Metallic Traftors, and have, with but very few 
exceptions, ſucceeded to my ſurpriſe in re- | 
moving rheumatic. pains, bead-achs, pains in te 
face, ſpaſimodic en ans Weeds n 
of the ee 

&« T he pains after being e once 8 haye in 
ſome inſtances returned; and then, by a repetition 


| of the applications, have been wholly removed. 


From my 001 pructice, and what I know” 6 
the ee of others, 1 conceive this method of 
removing pains a very important and ofeful dif- 
covery in the healing art; and I earneſtly with 
that the Tractors may be generally diſperſed; that 
mankind at large may have it in their power, by 
theſe innocent means, to caſe themſelves of I I 
"diſeaſes which" baffle the efforts of medicine.” © 1 | 


4 24 


| 
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Ex PERL! M ENTS tx. 


Dx. THOMAS kus 
5 of Plainfield, | 


| Member 6. the | Comedicut Medical Fg. 


"0h 1 WAS called, on the Uh ult. to ase 4 
patient, by the name of James Crawſon, who, for 


about five years, has been frequently troubled 
vith a ſpecies of epileptic fits. When I firſt ſaw 


him he had experienced, in the courſe of the day, 
twelve, each of which held him about fiſteen 


minutes. I took from him fourteen ounces 


of blood; but diſcovering no happy effect, ap- 


plied the TraFors to his right leg, in which he 
uſually experienced the firſt. attack of his fits. 
The whole limb immediately became limber and 


free from ſpaſm, and he ſoon revived without 
e a . convulſion. 


\ . * 


$408 Abour twenty minutes 3 I ie out 11 his 
room, was informed that the ſymptoms of another 
fit appeared, and before I could operate on him 
| . i 5 : he 5 


6 49 5 1 
1 Vas univerſally convulſed, with an entire loſs of 
reaſon. I then drew the TraFors over his right 
10 again, ſix or eight times, when the ſpaſms im- 
| we ail rains _ bis reaſon: was eee re- 
| wand, 


75 


10 let bar an 1 he was: 1 id with ; 
another, which was removed very much in the 
manner of the laſt, the Inſtruments not being 
applied until a general convulſion had taken 
place. I then ſeated myſelf on his bed, that 
1 might be enabled to apply the means more 
ſeaſonably. Here I ſoon diſcovered the ſymptoms 
again, but by applying the Tractors, immediately 
the ſymptoms diſappeared. Several others, at 
intervals, commenced with their uſual ſymptoms, 
ſo contracting and cramping the right leg, that 
the utmoſt exertions of two men were unable to 
ſtralten it, each of which were in leſs than a 
minute removed by five or ſix ſtrokes of the 
Trafeors, before the ſpaſm had extended to the 
other parts of his body: the wb almoſt inſtanta- 
—_ becoming wenne hax., Et me ws, 
4G By te wh of a W of 3 
who by this time had convened to behold this 
ſingular phenomenon, when the ſymptoms of 4 
fit appeared I ceaſed to uſe the Tractors, that 
E a we 


0 40 50 * 

we might determine, whether the above opera: 
tions had prevented the general convulſions, 
which before their application had always ſuc- 
-ceeded the attack in his leg. Immediately 
he fell into a very ſevere fit, which appeared in 
one univerſal ſpaſm. In this ſituation I ſuffered 
him to continue a few minutes, which was long 
enough for the experiment, when, by applying 
the 'Trafors to his leg again, in leſs than one 
minute he was entirely free from every kind of 
ſpaſm, and inftantly regained his reaſon. I ſtill 
continued by his ſide, and prevented ſeveral other 
general attacks, by operating at the N of 

the rene. | 


_- POO wh an half after he firſt ap- 
plication of the TraFors, the fits entirely ſubſided. 


He became very eaſy, and experienced none of 


thoſe diſagreeable ſenſations, which he ever had 
aſter former attacks of this kind. He had uſually 
been afflicted with theſe fits, except at a few inter- 
vals of twelve or fifteen minutes each, about 


twenty-four hours from the time they firſt. com- 


menced. It is therefore evident, that the influence 
ol the TraFors not only ſhortened the fits, but leſ- 
ſened their number, as at this time they continued 

not more _ nine or ten hours from their firſt 
| commencement, 


1 $2 4 
commencement; and about an 14 and an half 
after the firſt experiment. He has diſcovered 
none of that debility which has uſually ſucceeded 
his former attacks, and continues to-this day en- 
| Joying _ health chan k 8 


5 XPE R 1 ME NTS x. 


SAMUEL HI. 1 LEE, M. D. 
| of New London. : 


: Member of the ConneAticut Medical ea. 


cc Tax e aig: are among the 
„ which I have to inform you, were 
treated ſolely 185 the en of 2 nn 
Trafters. 
8 ASE if. 
« A boy. cight years of age, recovering boi a 
bilious remitting fever, was attacked with a ſevere | 
* phlegmonic inflammation in one of his legs. On 
the fixth day after 1 its firſt appearance, when I 
was called in for advice, the whole leg. was 
much tumeſied ; the tendons of the foot and leg . 
| Eo =. contracted, 


— 


1x „ "HF FJ 
contracted, and the pain ſo violent, that he 
could gain but very little ſleep. I applied the 
Factors, and in a few minutes he declared he 
was much eaſier. After eee the uſe of 
them for ſome tlicle.be ch ; aſleep,” and did not 
awake or make any complaint until the next 
morning, when J viſited him, and found the 
whole tumor ſubſided nearly to its natural ſtate. 
. On repeating, the ſame experiments the tumefac- 
= - | ? tion totally diſappeared. © „ 


It is not improper to 0 that, during 
dhe five days before I ſaw it, the family had ap- 
plied a few. common poultices, vinegar, ſpirits, 
 &c. On the fixth day they declared the in- 
flammation appeared to them greater than at any 
preceding period, and more painful. No other ap- 
plication, either external or internal, was zul but 
the Traders, from that time. 


CASE 2d. 


& « My June inkant child + was s Cale al hot 
tea on the forehead, about three and an half inches 
in length, and three fourths of an inch i in breadth, 


which raiſed a veſicle before I had time to apply 
any thing to it. The 7 ractors vere ſolely 
uſed, and che whole redncks diſappeared. The 

bliſter 


[ 63 3 
bliſter broke, and the liquor under it formed Itſelf 
into a ſcabby ſurface. The next day the wound 
was perfectly circumſcribed to the part bliſtered ; 

and the whole caſt off and left the ſecond” ſkin 
perfectly. entire, without the ſmalleſt; appearance 
of ſuppuration or inflammation; and, what is ex- 
traordinary, it never appeared to give the child 
the ſmalleſt pain, itching, or ſmarting, and in ap- 


pearance was ſo unlike a ſcald, that enquiries 


were made what it Was | that 1 on AF child's 
forchead, | e he we WE” 


hd. Wy 


e of s CASE . 


. 
mol : 1 1 * * p "F" 


« A bare fel from ber horſe and. located her 
ancle, which remained ſeveral. hours before it 

was reduced, by which. it became very much 
ſwelled, inflamed, and painful. Two or three 
applications of the TraFors relieved the pain, and 
in a day or two ſhe- walked the mn» Und? ne 


no LT FORE +: 5 


— 
1＋ > 
* 4 s * Ks 
: op . 4 » 


0. 1 et uſed the Se W in many other | 
inſtances, wherein they. appeared to have. very. 
ſalutary effects; but as the uſe of them was ac- 
companied with other remedies, I en men- Er 
ure Wares 4 in n this _ | 
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SAMUEL WILL ARD. M. 5. 
. of Stafford, be 


Member of the ConneRticut Medical Society, 115 


. Since I returned to Stafford, Fhave 
made trial of your Traffors with very happy 
ſucceſs, in a caſe of rheumati iſm, which had for a 
long time baffled all the remedies to which EF 
owe . two o other porn Ly adviſed. 


4% 


gs The wart which 1 burned G50 when 
4 your ME, e me no trouble, as to any ſen- 


145 IN, __ ation 


ge! 
e. Willard, like moſt dikes; Sus the menlle * 
covery was firſt made public, was rather incredulous, Being 
however, from the various ſucceſsful operations, of which 
he daily heard, very defirous of aſcertaining the; truth, or 
fallacy of the doctrine by perſonal experience, like a genuine. 
philoſopher in the purſuit of truth, he determined on making 
an experiment, which would put the facts to a proper teſt, 
although at the expence of ſome pain. Having a very 
large wart on his finger, he ee hot a piece of iron, 
applied it to the wart, and held it chere a conſiderable time. 
As might be expected, the bury was "ay ſevere, much in- 
flamed 


« 96 5 . 
ation of heat, after you applied the TraFers to 
the inflamed part. I it a ſore oels for Pee 2 


have ariſen from the deftrution of 0 much feſh BE 
from any other n An 


I am convinced it argues great folly to con= 
demn any Innovations, or attempts at improve- 
ment in the arts and ſciences, without due in- 
veſtigation. This is a kind of treatment, however, 
which your diſcovery, as well as all others, have 
experienced, and while human nature is che W N 


* dry ns "pack to fon . 


famed; and painful. The Traders were uſrd, and the part 

in Jeſs than five minutes was perfectly eaſed. As the wart 

was not yet burned. entirely to its roots, the 3 iron. was again 

: heated, and applied, to. the art longer than before; z a moſt 

| excruciating pain ſucceede: extending to the elbow, with 

an inflammation which reddened the whole hand, and u large 
bliſter” was the conſequence; the experiment was again 
made, and in about ten minutes the redneſs totally diſap- | 
peared, and the pain was entirely removed. Many have ſub- 5 
mitted to ſimilar meaſures, i in order to experience the effeQs., _ 

1 once formed one of five, who burned ourſelves ſo that 


bliſters were raiſed to make the experiments we all obtained | 
relief in a few 1 minutes” ie, , Rev ko 


wu 


"EXPERIMENTS. XII. 


BLIKU MAR VI N. . D. 
of Norwich, 


F ellow of 255 ConveRticut Medical Ing. 


> 44 3.8 


N E 1 Fwy on, in 1 = 1 your 
| Traftors, which is about four moths, I have, by 
way of experiment, made uſe of them in caſes of 
pains and inflammatory affections, of almoſt everx 
kind, and on ſubjects of all ages and deſcriptions, 
and, as might be expected, with various ſucceſs. 
Of one fact, however, I am fully convinced (in op- 
poſition to former prejudices) viz. that in a variety 
of diſeaſes, a proper application of them i Is capable 
of effecting a "change i in the human body; which 

; I can no more doubt, becauſe. I cannot 5 an 2 a 
ſatisfactory, philoſophical reaſon. for it, than l can 
doubt the operation of opium, becauſe the pro- 
perties of that gum, by which, and the modus 
operandi, i in which it produces ſleep, are to me 
| Wholly unknown. I am confident, reaſoning | 
@, priori, would as ſoon eſtabliſh one fact as the 
other. Caſes in which the Trefors i in my prac- 
tice have 0 perated ſuccepully , are, burns, head- 
ache, 


mY. 


aches, 8 in * face, or teeth, opthalmics, bins 
in the limbs, breaft, and ide, and cynanche tonſillaris; 
yet candor requires 1 ſhould ſay, that ſucceſs in 
theſe caſes has n not been univerſal, 

_— One 5 ** "ws tonf laris, o or, common 
inflammatory quinſey, 1 © 5 I will relate. to yon. 1 viſited 
a young man, late in the afternoon, found him 
exerciſed with, all the uſual ſymptoms of that 
diſeaſe; ſuch as a general inflammatory diathęſi eſis; 
the tonſils fo tumefied, 0 to be nearly cloſed | 
together; ; his throat and neck externally en. 
larged; a conſtant diſcharge by ſpitting ; a Shirp 
mucus, and complaining of exceſlive Pain in the 
part: theſe ſymptoms had been increaſing three: 
or four days. -His mother- aſſured me, he had 
not ſwallowed any thing for thirty-ſix hours, 
except three or four ſpoonfuls of water, in which 
| toaſted bread had been ſoaked. I could not 
learn that any means had been uſed for his relief, 
except keeping within doors, and making ſome 
external application. . uſed the ” ractors, 
and very ſoon” the ſpitting ſenſibly decreaſed. 
After ſome time he obſerved the pain was wholly. 


gone on one ſide, and much leſſened on the 
other. I then directed him to make trial how 
he could fallow ; 3, be. took a tumbler of ſweeten- 


F 
1 


Rs 
ed water, and drank it off with little difficulty ; 
and immediately eat about half a pint of cuſtard. 
I then left him, with directions to apply the 
Trafors frequently, and in the intervals to keep 
the throat covered with ſome emollient poultice. 
On viſiting him the next day, I found him' fitting 
by the fire, roaſting oyſters, and eating them 
without difficulty. He obſerved, « he was well.” 
I made every enquiry to diſcover, whether the 

ſwelling had not burſt, but could not learn any 
thing which gave the leaſt reaſon to think it had. 
1 left him a doſe of purgative pills, which he 
fwallowed without pain, and i in a yy days re- 
gained his uſual health. e 


5 3: 


EXPERIMENT. an, 


JAMES 6088, KM, 5. 
e Saen eee 


« | Tas day faw your Traftors za 
with ſucceſs on a child of Mr. James Smith, 
fifteen months old, which had been, about an 
hour before the application, very ſeverely ſeald- 
ed, by falling into boiling fat with one hand and 
arm, on which large bliſters were raiſed. After 
a few minutes operation, the redneſs and inflam- 
mation was almoſt wholly —_—— and the child 
* to be caſed on pain.“ 
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Congrant FREEMAN, © 


Chief Diretor _ Fee of hs biw or Ams 
Houſe of Boſton, 


« Dx. pm? ty requeſt, viſited the 
 alms-houſe of this metropolis, and made ex- 
periments on ſeveral perſons with his celebrated 
Metallic Tractors. Among theſe was one John 
Patterſon, who had been in the alms-houſe ſix 
months with the chronic rbeumati nz two months of 
which he was confined to his bed, during thedther 
four months he had hobbled about with crutches, 
when Dr. Perkins performed the operation; ſince 
which he has thrown aſide his crutches, and walks, 
only with a ſtaff, which he uſes not for the rheu · | 
matiſm, for he has none, but merely for a fup- 


port, as his a: was then; 8 Ril remaining 
diſlocated.. e 2 1 


5 ; _ > ot 8 2 
20 43 F | Ly 


6e 5 Blake was 410 A by the Dl 
of the rheumatiſm in her back, which had con- 
ſtantly afflicted her for more than "Tu years. 


Lewis 


<IX<c lo En ARS Cw AG. Sec. 


— 
— I 


OT 1 

4 Lewis Dumeth, a Frenchman, was alſo ope- 
rated upon by the metallic influence for the rbeu- 
matiſm in his lower extremities, which had confin- 
ed him to his bed and crutches for months ;;he im- 
mediately threw aſide his crutches and walked 
about the houſe; has walked about the town ſince, 
and had no return of the rheumatiſm | in either 
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re - Governor of the Alms Houſe in Newbu . ren, 155 


„ Dx. Prakius Viſited — alms-houſe i in 


is town yeſterday, and 
wih his Tyabtort on unge ge 
deen ſeverely afflicted with the rheumati ike ; 8 


INS 2s 


from the beſt obſervations I have been able to 
make in ſo ſhort a time, they all appear to be 


much reliexed a of their complaints. 
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E XPE RIMEN T : XVI. 


PIERPONT, BDWARDS, Eſq; 


 Diſtria ries in the Federal Court of the United 
| Phan, 8 for. tha State on rr r N 


* 


New . OA. 75 if 
—- AMss. Brkns, a neighbour of cg 
hw for fourteen weeks : diſtreſſed with as 4 
rheumatiſm to ſuch a degree, that ſhe was „ 
able to Nadin even 2 3 of ee, 


The Oh: PO 80 of ; Sexverbbls laſt, me 8 
cured a ſet of your Tractors, and in leſs than an 
hour after ſhe had begun to uſe them agreeably 
to your directions, ſne roſe from her chair, and 
walked about her houſe, and on the next day ſhe 
went abroad to her neighbours, having thrown 
aſide her crutches; her fever has ſince left her, 
her appetite has returned, and ſhe is in a fair \ wy 
to be A e to FOR e e 


3 


- 


5 It IS a PO you o owe ee chow, 
to n this event” ..: 
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DXPERIMENT: XVII 


a by 


JAMES BURRILL, Eſq; 
| Artorney General for the State of Rhode Hand: 


- .t My "I bad his nine years: been aficted | 
ach; the rheumatiſm to ſuch a degree, that he 


could not walk without ; crutches, nor at many 
times dreſs. or undreſs himſelf, Dr. Perkins, by 


applying his TraFors, gave him immediate relief, 
ſo that he walked with eaſe, unaſfiſted by any 


ſupport. * For nine years preceding this pe- 
riod, the det was ſo violent that he was 


almoſt conſtantly in pain, which at night was fo 
ſevere as often to prevent ſleep. Soon after the 
operation of the metallic influence, he was wholly 
freed from pain, and the ſwelling of his joints ſub- 


ſided. Since that time, when the ſame ſort of 


pains recurred, of which there have been but few 
inſtances, they have always been wy removed 


by the. ſame application. 5 Lei 
Fu « Joſeph Bradford. 


* 


« Mr, 


«© 62 5 

Mr. Bradford is a neighbour TY mine, and 
1 have: knowledge of his ſon's having been for a 
great number of years ſeverely afflicted . with the 1 
rheumatiſm to ſuch a degree that he always ap- 
peared to walk with great difficulty; and that 
ſince your metallic application, to which I was 
an eye witneſs, he has walked with apparent eaſe, ; 
and in every, appearance is much amended. 1 
have had knowledge of the ſucceſs. of your 
| Traftors i in many other inſtances, and haye dhe 
fame anf in their general efficacy.” 


EXPERIMENT XVIII. 


CALVIN GODDARD, Eſq 4 | 


Attorney at Law, and Member of the Legiſlature of 
" the State of Connecticut. 


| September 2 ci 1756. 
« I HAVE lately been eye · witneſs to an ex- 
periment with your Tra#ors, which appeared to 
me a little ſingular. A rough hardy labourer 
had a very bad boi! upon the outſide of his 
ancle. The limb was much ſwelled from his 


»: knee 


b RY 


nee to his toes, and appeared as if the ſkin was 
ready to burſt. The foot was in an high ſtate 


of inflammation, and the pain, which extended to 
is hip, was ſo ſevere as to deptive him of ſleep | 
in the night preceding. I drew the inſtruments 
' repeatedly” up and down the leg, without any 
viſible effect or decreaſe of pain, until I was 


almoſt diſcouraged; at length, however, he pulled 


off his coat, and flung it aſide, (it was one of 
| thof®cold | nights in the beginning of this month.) 


His leg was of a ſudden wet with perſpirätion; 
indeed the ſweat burſt inſtantaneouſly from all its 
pores ; the inflammatign upon the foot ſubſided, 
and the ſwelling abated. The man declared, 


himſelf free from pain, went to bed and ſlept well, 
and I have heard no further complaint. As I had 


never known of this ſweating * COL; I thought 
the caſe worth reporting to you.” | 


* This is 85 at all (a A a profuſe perſpiration on | 
the diſeaſed part, generally takes place on the . of 
violent pain * the Tees. : | 


60 "ou PE RVMEN' DS./XIX. Ws 
© GEORGE. WARNER, *. 4 
| Member of the Legift ire of the va of Ker oo, | 
F e e een 
Une Jah 26th, 1797. 
& 1 HAYS ps 8 experiments with 


your Trafters, and ſucceeded, tomy furprize, in 
removing rheumatic affeftions, pains in the heats, 
Face, teeth, ears, fide, breaſt and back, One re- 

markable cure in a caſe which was ſuppoſed 
to be a ſpecies of 50 nervous fever, I will 


r 


* 


«A lady who had beet fick for near three 
months, and had given up all hope of relief from 
medical aid, ſent for me. 

ce J found her very ill, and in ſo feeble a ſtate, 

as not to be able to help herſelf, A violent pain 
in the head and eyes, that ſhe could not bear the 
light; her jaws ſo much contracted that ſhe was 
unable to open her mouth ; the root of her ng 3 
tongue ſwelled to ſuch a 3 that ſhe ſpoke 
F cg © 525 


with great difficulty; a number of ſmall tumors 
appeared under the throat. I applied the Trac 
tors externally, in the uſual way, and in leſs than 
one hour ſhe declared ſhe was free from pain of 
every kind. She then could bear the light upon 
her eyes, and open her mouth. The ſwelling 
under her throat ſoon diſappeared, and ſhe ſpoke 
without. any difficulty, to the great ſurprize of all 
_ preſent, and fat up in her bed with perfect eaſe. 
The ſame day ſhe ſat at table, and eat her din- 
ner, which ſhe had not done for ſome months 
before. The next day I called to ſee. her, and 
found her engaged i in her domeſtic concerns, free 
from all m She i is now reſtored to ben 
ö | 
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EXPERIMENT xx. 
JAMES GLOVER, Ek 

County, of TO Auen, of New York. 
8 Youn ages, — 1 acl ct” . 
to uſe in my family, I have applied, with great 
ſucceſs, upon a perſon ſcalded with bailing lie. A 
man by the name of Melch, who was at work in 
my pot-aſhery, when boiling down the lie ſome. 

of it flew into one of his eyes, which ſoon. be- 
came very much inflamed, and ſwelled toſucha a 
degree that he could not open ir, and remained 
in that ſituation for the ſpace of three days. After 
the TraGors had been uſed a few minutes, he was 
able to open it, and with two applications only, 

his eye was entirely free from pain and in- 
flammation, and in a ſhort time was perfectly 

well, although ſo badly ſcalded n he had de- 
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EXPERIMENT XXI. 4. 


BENJAMIN SHREVE, 


Of Alexandria, VIXCI NIA, 
Of the Society of the Friends. 


th Month, 16th B 1797. ors 
« I Havz been witneſs to an operation of 
your Trafors on my fon, for the relief of epileptic 


fits, to which he has been a ep about 2 
months. 


« On the 23d day of the Rank W bs was 
ſeized with one, with entire loſs of reaſon, - His 
hands were ſo clenched together with ſpaſms, that 

the efforts of James Lauraſon, whoſe aſſiſtance I 
called in, and my own, could not open. them, In 
this ſituation we applied your Trafers to each 
arm, drawing them from the elbow; down to his 
hand, and to our great ſurpriſe his hands ſoon 

became perſectly lax, and opened with eaſe: by 
continuing the application on his head for a few 
minutes, he came to his reaſon, and went to ſleep; 
ſince which he has had no more ſigns of them. 
On all former attacks, they have continued ſix 
or eight hours, and _from twelve to twenty in 

N „ number. 0 


: 0 6s; 5 e 
number. Bleeding and other. means ave been 
uſed, but he was never before relieved of them fo. 
immediately. I am REIN Trafers effect · 
ed the cure. 


1 a+ a4 „ 


00 c it io * of every Hind. to 
human happineſs to encourage uſeful diſcoveries, 
I beg you will ns the above act. rh 


ws; 


„„ 


EXPERIMENT XXII. 


Bey. JEDEDIAH MORSE, D.D. 
RA Charlefton, Maſlachuſets,” * 


f * * "Nj 


Fallin of f the American hee of Arts: ca Vaiewrals: 
Member of the Hiſtorical Society of Maſſachuſets, 
Author of the Paiverſal Geography, Bas. « Ameri- 

- _- Guzeneer,” be. be. | 


* 
1 1 
F4 


1 HAVE made a foceesfu tial of yu Me 
tallic Traftqrs, in a number of caſes, ſuch as burns, 
pains in the bead, teeth, Face, ears, fide, back and 
limbs, ariſing from cad, In one inftance the 
painful effects of the Hing 'of a waſp were entirely 
et. In ſome it I haye been unſuccels- 

F 3 7" 


(6709 
ful, particularly in a burn, where oi! had been 
previouſly applied; and in the tooth-ach, where 
the teeth were very defostive f. On the whole, I 
think the diſcovery to be a very uſeful one, and 
Wiſh it 3 all n cat ſucceſs,” e 
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EXPER IMEN T Xxin. 


Rev, 8 AMUEL SPRING, D. D. 
N * Fort, State of M we one 


"Sl of 10 ne Tuer, 1 I lic. 110 
February 24th, 1797: 
Gr me PER, to congratulate you in the 
view of the ample ſucceſs with which your 
diſcovery has been crowned. To aſcertain 
its Utility in any new caſe, vin, to you no 
doubt, be particularly grateful. Let me then re- 
mark, that they have proved ſucceſsful in, re- 
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ps, © "pp 1 1 %& | 


N * ite the lates which ole — 5 in removing pain 

w. the operation of the metallic influence, ſee page 20. 

4 It may not be reaſonably ſuppoſed that a radical « cure 
cold be ſage © on teeth which were uy 6 de fe tive. 
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2 your fellow-chtizens,”*” ER IJ ung © E PUR 


1 3: 
Newbury Port, thive is a young gentleman, who, 


Previous to the application of the Tractors, had 
not, for ſixteen years, been able to bend his body 


ſufficiently to reach the floor with ! is hand; 
but whoſe pains, in a few minutes afterwards, 
were not only removed, but he'was alſo able to 


reach the floor with facility, I have not the leaſt 
doubt but many afflicted children, and young 


—— 511 


perſons, might! in a : ſhort. time be relieved from 


the burden of ſuch com plaints, by a ſcaſonable 
and proper uſe of the Metallic Trattors. SA 
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In don F er your” invaluable diſcs 
Sf many Palins of the Hüifhait body, 
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44 I ERL. . myſelf much. obliged to you. for 
the important ſervice you have rendered to Mrs. 


— is romgved in a fe mis 


nutes again by the application, of - your -JraFers, 
1 have, in my walks among the ſick, made uh 
of them repeatedly with ſucceſs, and cannot but 


think ey wall be of Jmportank benefit to man» 
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| EXPERIMENT: XXVI. 


. by the 
Rev. ebe HOPRING, 5. D. 4 : 
Author of « 1 he _ of Divinity, &c. &. 


Re 1 


vai 907 h OY $9 4 Auguſt 17th, 1796. 
dee deR 3 rtoen- years Caps 
_ tain William Ladd) ef Newport, had been fre- 
quently affficted with ſevere paroxyims of the 
Feu In dhe PF of 1795 be had @ violent" at- 
ick at this Gforder, which had confined him to 
bis roi for five" or fix! days, Rt this time, 
80 when his foot Was very muck ſwelled,” inflated; 
unc in fuck ertreme poi, tpecklly his great 
toe, that he cold not walk, nor- ſet his foosin 
the floor, I. called upon hirn, and "operated 
ie boot With the. Merallic Trulrbrs according 
Dr, Perkins's directions. Within five minutes 
the pain and inflammation ceaſed, ſo that he 
walked with eaſe. The ſwelling within twenty- 
four hours ſubſided, fo that he put on his ſhoe ; 
and this foot in two days became as well as the 
other. The pain has twice returned ſince, but 
has been ſoon removed by the ſame application. 
J have information of other perſons being cured 
of pain, by the ſame means, in this city,” 
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LEVI-HART, 


of the er importance of your diſc 
ſor the relief of h your- 
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| cc I HA been 4 witrneſs to the.. ſucceſsful 
application of your Mpallic' e in removing 
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EXPERIMENTS XXVII. 


Rev. THOMAS BARNARD, D.D, 
| of Ts of Maſſachuſetts, | 
n Packer 6th, 8 

«A — * between fixty and ſeventy 
 yeais of age had one of her fingers, contracted 
vithbut the aſſiſtance of the other hand. About 
che firſt of November laſt 1 applied Four 
| Marallic -TraBors. 27 iT he difficulty ö ker 
moved, ſ>'that ſhe opened it as her other fingers. 
I have had direct information from her three 
weeks fince the operation, and her finger con- 
tinued well. At the fame time I cured. a whir- 
low on one of her thumbs with one. trial. 
From what I have done, ſeen, and heard, I am 
fully ſatisfied that the RY is ſi 0 
dhe _ art” | 
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Rev. BLHANAN WINCHESTER, 


Author of 3 bse Publications in 9 of Vai- 
verſal Salvation; eee to e . . Realons 
&c. * -4 5 x 


„ Philadelphia | 
x ON the 25th of March 1796, I faw Dr. 

Perkins's experiment with his Metallic Trattors 
tried with ſucceſs, upon ſeveral patients in the 
Alms or Bettering houſe in Philadelphia, eſpecially 
upon a man who was unable to liſt his right- 
hand to his head, as was tried before hand; but 
who, 1 in a. few minutes, was able to remove it 
at pleaſure; and in my fight, put it with eaſe 
on the top « of his head and back of his OT and 
in all e : 5 | 


"7 . . ” 
4 > „ 3 * 
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" Nearly Fn Lame fat 99650 place ypon a 
woman; and all on whom the experiments were 
made profeſſed that their pains. were removed 
and ſeveral came voluntarily, and in my hear- 5 
ing thanked the Door for cures he had per- | 
formed on them, about * weeks before, in 


. | removing 


removing pains from them, which they declared ; 
had not ſince returned. From what I ſaw with 
my own eyes, and what I heard, I have great 


hopes that this diſcovery will greatly tend to alle- 
viate the miſeries of mankind,” 


Joe ERIME NT XxX. 3 


ner. enn ren 
PT” v6 | Of Saybrook, Connecticut. 


Extrated from a Diſſertation, of tha nn on * 


- Philoſophy of the Operation of the Metallic Ie ad- 
1 ta a Pr. e | | 


* a 
$ #7 


w— My own infirmity gives "occatioh 
fic philoſophic i inquiry. A moſt terrible fever, 
or ague ſore, in my youth, cauſed an exfoliation 
of the ſhin-bone five inches and three quarters 
long ; after long phyſicking and dreadful evacua- 
tions, which brought me to the ſide of the grave, 
the ſkin or fleſh grew upon the bone without a 

perioſteum. Whenever a ſpeck of bone becomes 
Carious, it feſters, and will not heal til the carious 
bone exfoliates: add to this, a piece of mal-prac- | 
tice of my ſurgeon, i in applying a cauſtic where the 
© knife 


(8 


 kiife ſhould have _ uſed; which burned into 
my leg a place about an inch in width, and thres 
fourths of an inch in depth. In my "ſtate of con- 
valeſcerice this grew vp; but the fall paſt, all 
that fleſh which had grown in the place where 
the cauſtic had been uſed was, from ſome cauſe, | 
again conſumed, leaving at the bottom a canker, 
which conſtringed the fibres, and produced con- 
 tinilal inflammation and ſevere} pain. Such was my 
condition when you ſaw me. 1 applied the Trattors 
to my leg, and found eaſe; but knew that the cafious 
bone and canker would cauſe a return of itiflam- 
mation.—l have uſed them to the relief of a per- 
ſon labouring with an obſtinate rbeumatiſm 
twelve months, ſeated i in the Knee. It has re- 
moved the pain, the ſoreneſs of fleſh remained. 
AI have uſed them upon a ſea captain, who, 
ſcarce recovered from the Weſt India fever, came | 
upon this coaſt; and was diſtreſſed twenty days; ; 
loft ſeven hands, and was afflicted with the gout in 
both his toes and leſt wriſt. His feet and legs were 
ſwelled to ſuch a degree that I could ſcarce make - 
an impreſſion upon them; and his wriſt highly 
inflamed, andextremely hard: the firſt experiment 
removed the pain, ſo. that he walked about the 
room, and the night following reſted well, and 
lay upon that arm and wriſt, on which he had 
123 5 5 e not 


t $0 'Y 
bot. been able to lie for twenty days. He, Sit, 
had no belief in the efficacy of your Matallie 
Tragors, but is now captivated with the iel 

age Taye «Forced him. A | 08 7 


«] uſed them upan three perſons, i in one tn, 
about ten minutes each. When I ſet out to re- 
turn home 1 found my knee and elbow. jointa 
looſed. A. univer/al relaxation and nauſea. I im- 
mediately recollected it was the ſenſation of an 
electric ſhock; This, Sir, with experiments upon 

my own leg, opens a ſyſtem of philoſophic ſpe- 
culation. I ſoon found the electric fluid“ paſ- 

ſing into my leg: I went home and applied the 
 Treftors, and obtained relief; went to bed, and 
reſted quietly ; ; the next morning found my face 
puffing up on the left ſide, I then reaſoned thus 

I have drawn the electric fluid of three perſons 
into my own body, which ſoon centered around 
the carious bone and canker in my leg. I ope- 

ei with wy: own Hand, and drew the electric 


5 How far the Rev. Mr. Devotion's ideas, as to o.the wala 
of the extraordinary effe& produced on him, will comport 
with what little is known of the laws of electricity, I ſhall 
ſubmit to the electrician to determine; but that as remark- 
able: phenomena, in complaints not more ſingular than that 


on his leg, I can obſerve have ſeveral times taken place, af- 
ter an . of the TRAC TOR. 


| fluid 


5 81 J 1 % gel 
did ſes: my LED and have ſcattered 1 it a. 
my whole frame. Whereupon I called a lad of 
my family, and made him operate upon my 
other leg, which drew down the puff on my face 
in a few minutes. 1 thence found, if I uſed the 
Tractors upon other perſons with my own hand, 
I ſhould draw the electric fluid into my infirm 
jeg. 2 heſe experiments offer ſome dan to rea- 
ſon from, OS 


| (lire fillows a very ingenitus A ras on the 
| cauſe of the above phenomena; which the limits of this 
bas. will not permit me to introduce.] . 5 3 


* Now, Sir, a as the Metallic Trafiors = upon 
an eſtabliſhed law of nature, there is no fear they 
will want power ſo long as the electrie rod will 
draw electric fire. All the unbelief and e 
of the envious will not hinder their effects. 1 
think there is a foundation laid for great im- 
provement in che medical art * the. ak r 
phyſiologiſt, | | 


ce # £ | 2 81 1 Trafors i in n mall 1 ER, 


in my own family, and find they give immediate 
relief. An inflammation in the eyes was relieved | 


much by once operating: the patient came again, 
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and had it nde removed {aſt Satufday. As 
1 do not practiſe phyfic, and have been confiried = 
much by iy om infirmities (which by che way 


are gradually gaining, eſpecially the cankered 


: wourd) I have not had To full an opportunity of 


knowing the effects upon ſome who have only 


once been operated upon; one in an eryſipeta of 


cwenty years _— at a n from u &. 


« Such caſes as may yet be found relieved 35 N 
them, mall be noticed with critical obſervation, 


that it thay be known in what caſes they gene- | 


rally ſucceed. We are always Hable to errors in a 
Priori argumentations. Experientia docet : here we 
have ſure ground to ſtand upon; ſome who have 
imagined che operation of the Metallic Influence 


f to be a kind of magie charm,” have brought diſ- 


at, by uſing the Trultors where they 


dughit not to have been uſed. I was glad to find 
Particular caſes ſpecified, in which they had been 


ſuocefsftl; ſuch: expetinients. may poſſibly lead 
to the diſcovery of ſome other laws of nature, . 
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can foreſee that the ſpeculative phyſiologiſt 
is now ready to alk from the diſcoverer of the 
Metallic Influence his Theory, and to enquire 


How all rheſe On; ated in the Experiments 
Are produced? © FFF 
To this I muſt reply, that. bis theory. is 
yet, pul Ed, - It is 4 eee 8 
Pr. P. that t dne zudicious ph j 8 


r x 


duous one of experiment, and builds: . theory, ö! 


tmany. of hin daten pocompanies och n , "| NY 
petent to | Gere a fallacy, or ſupport ta truth. ©, 
This 1 5 with Dr. Perkins Was, firſt to 1 


this, it was not abſolutly nece ay: to s mad 
minutely th theory, but rather to obſerye eriti- 
the effects. It is by theſe that che ex 
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of a cauſe i is aſcertained, and by theſe alſo its 60157 

muſt be demonſtrated. The phenomena are often 
learned from obſervation long before we can 


arrive at the theory which connects and explains 5 
them. 2 


"y 


| Pam the impreſſions this reflection produced 


in his mind, the Diſcoverer has hitherto foreborn 
publiſhing his ideas relative to the cauſes of the 
phenomena produced by the metallic influence. 


- Having, however, by this period aſcertain- 
ed, from almoſt innumerable experiments, ſo 

many important facts relative to the diſcovery, 
he intended, when I left America, publiſhing his 


theory as ſoon as he could have leiſure to give 


the ſubject the attention which it metited. Poſ- 
_  fibly his ſyſtem, like moſt others, may be objec- 
tionable. - The many incomprehenſible proper- 
Sealy of 5 eee on r which the a in- 


cet 49 eee 393 nen 
The indefatigable Arden of the eetedrizes ld. Von 
hr, of Germany, will, I anticipate, throw much 
light on this intereſling ſubject. From, the very ſhort time 
his firſt volume (an 8vo. of 500 pages, and which i is to be 


j [ l + ; 5 oo # „e 5 
" 5 8 2 £ 
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followed by another) has been publiſhed, I have not been 


able to obtain it for 2 The 1 to the laſt 
a. < | volume | 


„„ 0 7 i. | 1 85 
1 is generally ſuppoſed to act, preſent; a terra | 
incognita, which none but the moſt fortunate and 
experienced adventurer can explore ;-yet Dr. Py > 
will have the ſatisfaction to reflect, that while the 


„ 
+: 


volume of the Monthly Review has the following remarks: 
% No work on Animal RleQticity, or as it is now more ge- 
nerally termed, on Galvaniſm, has excited ſo much ex- 
pectation on the Continent as this of M. Von Humboldt,. 
« I have been employed, 4 (ſays the author) © for a number 
of years, in comparing certain phenomena of animal 
„ matter with the laws of inanimate nature; and I have 
« ſuceeeded in ſome experiments, which ſeem to lead 
« towards the developement of the chemical proceſs of 
10 life. A ſeparated animal organ, provided with irritable 
1 and ſenſible fibres, can in a few ſeconds be raiſed from 
« the ſtate of the moſt profound inirritability, to the higheſt 
. ſuſceptibllity of moll. and Re * reduced” to its * 5 
4 condition of torpor.” £ ma WT pd V7 
1 Y « Treating of excitation by different meta, the author | 
thews that they need not be in contact. | 
. « I have ſeen (ſays he) galvaniſed fiſhes, which Ka 0 
« been. decapitated half an hour before, make ſuch ſtrokes 
© with the tail that the whole trunk has riſen fix inches 
above the table. When I exalted their ſuſceptibility by 
4 alkali, or by oxygenated marine acid, they could ſcarcely : 
« be managed, The nn touch * the metal ads _ 
cc * jump. * | | 4 
4 After having related bis obſervations on the apitel 8 
of metals to the tongue, noſtril, and eye, the author deſcribes 
the appearances and ſenſations which took place on 3 | 
G 33 15 


uſefulneſs or ene ws the Satte 


We certainly ought riot to reject a pts 
| which produces ſalutary effects, becauſe we da 
not know How it produces them. We do not 
lay aſide the various. uſes of the magnet, as the 
| furvey yor's and mariner's compaſs, becauſe we do 
not underſtand the laws of magnetiſm, and can- 
not affign the reaſon N the . is e b 
| Weng me e | 


Ng ite ef _ alle, hun 1 ria. 
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bee two "I on his 3 bb the &in had been en- 
poſed by bliſtering. The pain is peculiar, and very. different - 
from that which is occaſioned. by the electric aura. Here | 
a violent throbbing, regular preſſure, and continued burnin 
took place. „The preſſure was fo violent (fays be) By 
thought I had been ſtruck with the clinched fiſt, when all 
« the by-ſtanders aſſured me I was only touched in the 
15 gentleſt manner by the edges of the metal... 


1 Some facts are related, which ſeem to indicate that N 

' _ apanii/n will prove an effective application to recover perſons 

apparently dead. Theſe and other reſults lead us to hope 

that the practice of medicine will, ere long, be eſſentially 

benefited by the reſearches of M. Von Homboldt, and his 
| wy labourers.” 
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It muſt be acknowledged, that to be able to 
comprehend whatever our reaſon is bent on in- 


veſtigating, is a ſource of no ſmall degree of ſa- 
tisfaction; yet were we to diſbelieve the exiſtence 


of every thing, which we are unable to compre- 


hend, we muſt reject three fourth of the willy 


. pocurrences of life, 


of Delaware, a Diſſertation on the ſubject of | 


| Severn have been the attempts raids to ex- 
plain the phenomena of the metallic operation in 
the United States. Among others, the ingeni- i 


ous Dr. Vaughan read before the Medical Society ; 


_ Animal Eleerricity, or the newly diſcoyered influ- 


* 


ence of Galvani; ; and on that principle be at- 


tempted to account for the effect of the T racters. 


Having ſince enlarged on the ſubje&, he” has 


complied with the requeſt of the fociety, and 
publiſhed it. As this Treatiſe i is not yet. re-pub- 


| ſhed in this country, ſome extracts from it will 


probably be 5 995 with theſe 2 
Fondue this Tract. , 
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es Fe Ih no Ln 
Letter from Jamzs TIL ron, M. D. Preft- 
dent of the Medical Society of the State of 
Delaware, &c. to Joun Vaucuan, M. D. 
M. P. M. S. N Inca 


4 Dear Sir, 

JAM very glad you oo at length 01 over- 
come the reſtraints of diffidence, by giving us 
your thoughts on electricity, in explanation of 

Pr. Perkins s metallic r e 


[ 


Wo T hat ſome general 8 exiſts, which 
gives the Trafors a powerful influence on. the 
animal ceconomy, is now acknowledged by 
philoſophers, the moſt candid and beſt qualified to 
Judge. Even Me efmer, in his application of the 
metals, was patroniſed by the ableſt phyſicians of 
Germany, until he covered and obſcured thoſe 
ſimple facts, which mould have been improved for 
the benefit of ſociety, with empirical frauds, that 
had no object beyond the accumulation of money. 
Inſtead of involving Dr. Perkins in the diſgrace. 
of Mefmer, 1 apprehend we ought rather to con- 
traſt the boneſt man with the rogue; for without 
art or affectation Dr. Perkins barely diſcloſes uſe- 
ful facts, W means the moſt  fimple a and eaſy. 
Ek - 


—- - 


v fr muſt be Ka ay + that many rs | 
je our general principle : like infidels to the 
goſpel, they admit of -no myſteries, and refuſe ta , 
believe what they do not comprehend. Others, 5 
who acknowledge that a general principle per- 
vades the animal economy, on which the metals 
have influence, nevertheleds difpute about what 
this notable power may be. Both theſe claſſes 
of men ought ta thank you. + Te the one yy ; 
have given a reaſon they did not. apprehend ; and 
the other ſhould wiſh: for the'beſt-account:known, 
or well underſtood. For my on part, I frankly 
confeſs, 1. ſhall, be. fatisfied;with-the principle of 
ANIMAL, ELECTRICITY, until the e 
ben explined by man 10 Wache a 


44 By e ay ta 4 8 tha thoughts 5 
which you have digeſted and arranged on animal 
electricity. and the manner in which it explains 
the metallic operations, yqu will at leaſt invitg 
diſcuſſion, and may _ with the reſt 2 ON 
brethren, by the event. P 
With great road. 5 am, "i Sir, 
your friend and humble ſervant, 


JaMEs TI ron.” ; 
Wilmington, J 7 yr0s Fe ; = 
July 2oth, 757. e e 
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ANIMAL, BLECTRICITY,. 


Narr 5 dont: . great n to 
the advancement of medical ſcience, as 
the partiality and obſequious regard which the 
Senerality of | phyficians of all ages have paid to 
great authorities; for whilſt they difregard the 
teſtimony of their ſenſes, and indolently aſſent 
to things on the credit of others, they remain 
paſſive dupes to their own credulity, and ſeldom | 
examine whether they are right or wrong. An 
error thus admitted is reluctantly corrected, and 
becomes the copious ſource from mo num- 
MY falſe . Wor” | 


66 There are 8 but 8 that are not difi- 
dent in deviating from principles eſtabliſhed by 
men of general erudition, whoſe geniuſes were 
qualified to interrogate nature with ſucceſs. But 
an error once diſcovered ſhould be immediately 
corrected, in e to the ipſe dixit of all the 

1 dogmatiſts 


thy 


mates Sai centuries. Yet thi e 
few diſcoveries in the healing art; but what meet 
with itrimultoous oppoſition from the congrega- 
ed legions of prejudioe, ignoranee, and ambitien. 
Some nominal Philoſophers:-diſbelieve's every pro- 
poſition that does not accord: with the dectrines 
of their anceſtors; and others are ſo extremely i- 
liberal as to diſcard every new principle in which _ 


they dan have'no elairty to tnTIREST. A Sing PRs. 


example of the latter we have in the degt 
denunciations of the European philoſophers, when 
the illuſtrious Dr. Franklin's diſcovery of the 
identity of "lightning and electricity was firſt de- 
Hvered to che world. A ſecond, no leſs erbe, 
we have in the diſcovery of Dr. Perkinss\ M 
| tie” Hftueuce, which will; like the former, ariſe 
5 triumphant amidſt the counter, but futile vᷣbeife 
ration of prejudice afid igfiorance.”' "Some rejeft 
the latter becauſe they were hot the diſcoverer, _ 
Others qualti6n” the teſtimony of their ſenſes, 1 
beecauſe they eannot explain the modus oper 
by referring it to che old doctrines of Van 
Helmont, Doleus, or Stahl. Tet che happy day 


js perhaps not far diſtant, when envy muſt fall a 


ſacrifice to TRYTH, and behold this problem! AC- 
counted for on a may: law of che 1 woos 
nomy. . I ET: | 
4 00 « That 
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te That the bodies of animals poſleſſed a guld 
ee to electricity, had long been ſuſpected 
by phyſiologiſts, and other ſpeculative. philoſo- 
phers. [Here follows: an account. of the origin of 
GALVANI's diſcovery, and the | ſubſequent improve- 
ments by VALLI, FowIER, Ic, with à citation of 
moſs of the important experiments, together with bis 
own theory of muſcular. irritability and the nervous 
energy; which, in conſequence of. oak length, 4 
e emit] He n * 


%% 75 1 . won: out. 55 dis 
of frogs, turtles, &c. and obſerved attentively 
their actions. They will contract and dilate jug 

Fponte for ſome time, and then ceaſe, when they 
may be again excited to contract by lacerating 
them with a wooden or other pointed inſtrumenc. 
But when they become no longer excitable by 
theſe means, they may be re- excited to contract 
by the irritatiop af a metallic inſtrument, I once 

pbſerved a ſimilar phenomenon in an amputated. 
limb. One of the crural muſcles contracted 
upon being irritated with the point of a ſcalpel. 
The experiment was then tried with a pointed : 
| wooden inſtrument, but to no effect; yet on ir- 
FREE it a ſecond de with the ſcalpel, it con- 
tracted 


R LS 
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wakted once or twice. . the application of 7 
metals is one of the beſt and moſt delicate teſts 
for aſcertaining the-leaſt poſſible degree of muſ« 
cular irritability. After having been wholly in⸗ 
ſenſible to the impreſſions of all other ſtimuli, they 


may be re- excited, on the n of their . 
native ee Bark e 1885 (0-5 e 
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« eee Ig we cannot 1 evi 25 
why homninal electricity ſnould be ſuſceptible 
of metals only, yet the fact is inconteſtable, 
and ſanctioned by the experiments of thoſe. 
gentlemen afore- mentioned, whoſe veracity is 
unqueſtionable. It is alſo further ſubſtantiated 
by the diſcovery of Dr. Perkins's Metallic Traſtors 
for removing pains and topical affections. The 
Doctor obſerved to me that he had made trial . 
ol all the various metals, but none are ſo elfe 
tual as thoſe of which his Tractors are compoſ 
This diſcovery i is as important in the healing arts : 
as it 1s novel in the ſcience. of phyſiology, and 
all that remains, to illuſtrate its efficacy, is a 
rational and philoſophical demonſtration of che 
principle itſelf, and an explanation of the modus 
eperandi on the eſtabliſhed laws of the animal 
ceconomy. This, however, is conſidered pro- 
We by ſome, and by i is Polti 5 
ET 1 diſcarded. | 


2 
2 


TS) 
' Jiſomiled. Ter to ceuſe from enquiry W 
we are ſometimes miſtaken, is no greater proof of 
wiſdom cham ww eb n, e we 
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04 ic > a> a os 
the operations of nature herſelf, and attend 
diligently to the analytical inveſtigations of 
the afore- mentioned experimentaliſts on this 
ſuhlime ſubject, I think the ſceptic himſelf 
mult admit, that the principle of nervous energy, 
is a modification of electricity. As ſenſation is 
dependent upon this energy, a pleaſurable: ſenſa⸗ 
tion, or what may be termed a natural or healthy 
Urgree thereof; then certainly pain, or ſuperſen- 
 fation, can only depend on an accumulation of 
the electroid fluid, or extra degree of energy ir in 
the part affected. On this principle the prob 
admits of an <afy ſolution; namely, that the 
metals being ſuſceptible of this fluid, conduct the 
extra degree of energy to parts where it is dimi- 
niſned, or out of the fyſtem Altogether, reſtoring 
1 NG: lay IA: ue e 
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9 The carol affeRionsi in which this opera- 
don! is the moſt effectual are, chronic rheumatiſins, 
as lumbago, ſciatica, &c. odontalgia, otalgia cepha - 
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bla, pie g mdr, cynanchies, b det Shaw 
ritic ritic pains, ſpaſmodic cholics, burns and ſcalds, 
ronychiz, contuſions, atonic gout, ſpontaneous 


| hemorrhages, herpes, eryſipelas, Sec. with many . | 


other topical affections w nch might be enume- 
rated if neceſſaty. The TraFors ſhould be cars 
ried to ſome diſtance from the part affected, 
along the courſe of the larger nerves; and in ob- 
ſtinate and fixed pains of long ſtanding, the ope- i 
ration ſhould be continued until a fight inflam- 
mation is excited; but in eryſipelas, and other ſus. 
perficial inflammations, the operation ſhould de 
very liglit on the inflamed part, and principally 7 
confined to the edges of the tumour. Ia re- 7 
moving pains from the head, the hair ſhouldibe 

perfectiy free from pomatum, or other adipoſe 
ſubſtances; and all parts on which the Txacrors , 
are uſed ſhould be free from ſwear, oils, '&e. 

In pleurifies, cholics, &c. a diaphoreſis not un- 
frequently ſucceeds their operation, and ſometimes 
faintneſs is produced, by the ſudden abſtraction of : 

nervous energy. In a caſe of cephalalgia, if tie 
pain is confined to the fore part of the head, it is 

mn whether the hair is pomatumed or 
ot. A few days ſince I awoke with a moſt 
Seeg Welsch, -unaccompanied with fever; l - 
delayed the operation ſome hours, on account of 
e 1 "IF 


© 95 OE” 

my hair being pomatumed, but che pain became 
2 inſupportable (and the uſual applications fails 
ing) that I reſolved to make trial of the TraFors, 

as the pain was for the moſt part in my forehead. 
Aſter the operation ha, 
nutes on my forehead, and the back of my: neck, 


I was perfectly relieved from pain, and have re- 
mines ſo ever aden | 


« hs is ay £ ns Wes are G ed 1 
the: Metallic Operation) that the efficacy of 
the Trafors depends merely on a counter ir- 

- Fitation- produced by friction. I, would aſk 
| thoſe dogmatiſts how metallic friction cures 
burns or topical inflammations? Does not the 
leaſt impreſſion on an inflamed part produce 
pain, and would not friction augment the evil? 
Fhlegmons, and ſome other topical inflamma- 
tions, may often be removed by exciting a counter 
irritation with bliſters, &c. which reſtore the 
equilibrium of the nervous fluid. But | bliſters | 
ſeldom anſwer any valuable purpoſe in local in- 
flammations, accompanied with exceſſive action 
of the arterial ſyſtem, until the fever is previouſly 
diminiſhed. Neither will the metallic proces 
mR__ lo well in the acute as in the chronic 


ae RL 

dinate. This ſhews A correſptndencs 1 in efeet, 
but the modes of operation are diametrically op- 
polite. The former is by an indirect organic 
proceſs; the latter by a direct and ſpecific opera- 
tion; and all pretenſions towards identity are 
precluded by the diverſity of their effects on burns 
and phlegmons as before mentioned. Phlegmons, 
and other topical affections, are owing to an in- 
ternal or external irritation on the nerves of a 
particular part, by means of which the veſſels 
of the part are. alſo brought into action, and not 
unſrequently the whole vaſcular ſyſtem acts in 


concert, from a ſympathetic harmony Prime wa 
eſtabliſhed, 


ec 1 Pe Hemorrhbages are thoſe which de- 
pend on a local exceſs of tone or electricity, de- 


nominated (by che illuſtrious Cullen ) a Hemorr- 
hagic effort. | 


ce Herpes are the product of a morbid or E 
ceſſive excitement in the veſſels of the cutis; the 
incruſtation is formed by exceſſive action. The 
metals remove this inordinate action hy abſtract. 
ing the extra degree of electricity; corroſive lo- 
tions ee the morbid action by corroſion, and 


H 0 induce 


9 
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induce or deere the condition for beak: 
action. 


* ; 
4 


8. Bene he e of heat ns: in- 


” flammation, by exciting and cu the 
electric fluid. 


* Epil is owing to an irregular diſtribution 
of the nervous fluid, and an accumulation. thereof 
in the muſcles affected with ſpaſm, That this is 
the fact, is obvious from the hana _—_ 
of epileptics. | 


ce Pain is merely an accumulation of electri- 


city, in a particular part; and the ſubſequent ſtate 


of eaſe is obtained by abſtracting the extra de- 
gree of ſenſibility. Hence the frequent faintings 
in parturition, cholics, &c. are to be imputed to 
a diminution of nervous energy. In chronic 
pains, connected with idioſyncraſy, or dependant 
on habit, ſo that the orgaſm of the part is injured, 


or a mal-conformation induced by nature or ac- 


-cident, the metallic ng cannot be expected 
to A 


8 Wben ſuppuration has taken place, the 
Tra#ors muſt be conſidered as mere palliatives. 
9 N hey 


1 '99 5 1. 
They ſhould Sores be uſed on che back, during 
the exiſtence of the catamenia. Beſides thoſe caſes 
in which they have already been found ſucceſsful, 
future experience will probably develope many 
others, in which they will prove e effi- 
cacious. 3 


e The Tractors will alſo, in all probability, 
ſucceed better in the hands of ſome perſons than 
others. For example: Many people are re- 
markable for an extreme luſtre in their eyes; 
ſome are ſo much electrified naturally as to ſhew 
evident ſigns of it when a ſenſible electrometer 
has been applied to them; and others have ma- 
nifeſted an extreme ſenſibility of even the ſmalleſt 
degree of electricity, inſomuch that they would 
be affected by a flaſh of lightning, though ſo re- 
mote that the thunder could not be heard. Al 
this eyinces that electricity, ſo far from being 
noxious, bears a very active and ſalutary part in 
the animal œconomy, which will probably lead 
to more important reſearches on this intereſting 
ſubject, and incite future travellers to explore the 
GY terra incognita. 's 
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